
AFFIRMATION OF CAMERON R. AZARI, ESQ. REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION AND 
ADEQUACY OF NOTICE PLAN 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
BRONX COUNTY 

FREDERICK MCKINLEY and LISA 
VIZCARRA,  individually on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

– against –

CONOPCO INC. and UNILEVER UNITED 
STATES, INC. 

Defendants. 

     Index No. 805260/2024E 

AFFIRMATION OF CAMERON R. AZARI, ESQ. REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION 

AND ADEQUACY OF NOTICE PLAN 

I, Cameron R. Azari, Esq., hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. My name is Cameron R. Azari, Esq.  I have personal knowledge of the matters set

forth herein, and I believe them to be true and correct. 

2. I am a nationally recognized expert in the field of legal notice and have served as an

expert in hundreds of federal and state cases involving class action notice plans. 

3. I am a Senior Vice President of Epiq Class Action and Claims Solutions, Inc.

(“Epiq”) and the Director of Legal Notice for Hilsoft Notifications, a firm that specializes in 

designing, developing, analyzing, and implementing large-scale, un-biased, legal notification plans. 

Hilsoft Notifications is a business unit of Epiq.  References to Epiq in this declaration include 

Hilsoft Notifications. 

4. The facts in this declaration are based on my personal knowledge, as well as

information provided to me by my colleagues in the ordinary course of my business at Epiq. 

OVERVIEW 

5. This declaration describes the successful implementation of the Notice Plan (“Notice

Plan”) and notices (the “Notice” or “Notices”) for McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 

805260/2024E, in the Supreme Court of New York, Bronx County.  I previously executed my 
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Affirmation of Cameron R. Azari, Esq. Regarding Notice Plan, on July 1, 2024, which described 

the Notice Plan, detailed Hilsoft’s class action notice experience, and attached Hilsoft’s curriculum 

vitae.  I also provided my educational and professional experience relating to class actions and my 

ability to render opinions on overall adequacy of notice programs.   

NOTICE PLANNING METHODOLOGY 

6. N.Y. CPLR 904 directs that in all other class actions, reasonable notice of the 

commencement of a class action shall be given to the class in such manner as the court directs.1  The 

Notice Plan satisfies these requirements. 

7. Implementation of the Notice Plan is ongoing with digital and social media notices 

and sponsored search listings still running.  Once complete, the Notice Plan will reach the greatest 

practicable number of Settlement Class Members, reaching approximately 70% of the Settlement 

Class with a national digital/internet notice program (digital notice and social media).  The reach is 

enhanced further by a newspaper publication, internet sponsored search listings, an informational 

release, and a Settlement Website, which are not included in the reach calculation.  In my 

experience, the reach of the Notice Plan is consistent with other court-approved notice plans, is the 

best notice practicable under the circumstances of this case, and satisfies the requirements of due 

process, including its “desire to actually inform” requirement.2   

NOTICE PLAN DETAIL 

8. On August 14, 2024, the Court approved the Notice Plan and appointed Epiq as the 

Claims Administrator in the Motion #1 Decision and Order (“Preliminary Approval Order”).  In 

the Preliminary Approval Order, the Court defined the Settlement Class as: 

 
1 N.Y. CPLR 904(b). 
2 Mullane v. Cent. Hanover Bank & Trust Co., 339 U.S. 306, 315 (1950) (“But when notice is a 
person’s due, process which is a mere gesture is not due process.  The means employed must be such 
as one desirous of actually informing the absentee might reasonably adopt to accomplish it.  The 
reasonableness and hence the constitutional validity of any chosen method may be defended on the 
ground that it is in itself reasonably certain to inform those affected . . .”). 
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[A]ll persons who, from April 21, 2016 to the date this Preliminary 
Approval Order was signed by the Court3, purchased one or more Breyers 
Natural Vanilla ice cream products in the United States for personal or 
household use and not for resale.  
 
Excluded from the Settlement Class and Settlement Class Members are: the 
Released Parties; any government entities; persons who made such 
purchase for the purpose of resale; persons who made a valid, timely request 
for exclusion; the presiding judges in the Actions; and mediator Peter 
Woodin of JAMS. 

Media Plan Summary 

9. The Media Plan includes various forms of notice including a national digital/internet 

notice program (digital notice and social media), a newspaper publication, internet sponsored search 

listings, and an informational release.  Once complete, the combined measurable reach of the Notice 

Plan, including a comprehensive Media Plan (accounting for digital notice and social media only) 

will be approximately 70% of Adults, Aged 18+ in the United States who bought ice cream, with 

an average frequency of 2.4 times each.  “Reach” refers to the estimated percentage of the 

unduplicated audience exposed to the notice.  “Frequency,” in contrast, refers to how many times, 

on average, each member of the target audience had the opportunity to view the notice.  The reach 

is enhanced further by a newspaper publication, internet sponsored search listings, an informational 

release, and a Settlement Website. 

Internet Digital Notice Campaign 

10. Internet advertising has become a standard component in legal notice programs.  The 

internet has proven to be an efficient and cost-effective method to target class members as part of 

providing notice of a class action case.  According to MRI-Simmons data, 97% of all adults in the 

United States who purchase Breyers Ice Cream are online and 85% of all adults in the United States 

who purchase Breyers Ice Cream use social media.4   

11. The Notice Plan includes targeted Digital Notice advertising on the selected 

 
3 The Preliminary Approval Order was signed on August 14, 2024. 
4 MRI-Simmons 2023 Survey of the American Consumer®. 
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advertising network Google Display Network and the Yahoo Audience Network (in English and 

Spanish), which together represent thousands of digital properties across all major content 

categories.  Digital Notices are targeted to selected target audiences and are designed to encourage 

participation by Settlement Class Members—by linking directly to the Settlement Website, 

allowing visitors easy access to relevant information and documents.  Consistent with best practices, 

the Digital Notices use language from the notice headline, which allows users to identify themselves 

as potential Settlement Class Members. 

12. Digital Notices are also placed on the social media sites Facebook and Instagram 

(in English and Spanish), along with TikTok, YouTube, and Reddit.  The Facebook, Instagram, 

TikTok, YouTube, and Reddit internet Digital Notices are distributed to a variety of target audiences, 

including those relevant to an individual’s demonstrated interests and/or likes. 

13. Facebook is the leading social networking site in the United States with 175 million 

users and Instagram has 143 million active users in the United States.5 

14. TikTok is a short-form, video sharing app that is very popular among younger users. 

Videos are in portrait orientation, and most are 30 seconds or less.  The app has over 121 million 

users in the U.S.6 

15. YouTube is the largest streaming video website in the United States with over 240 million 

users.7 

16. Reddit is a widely used social forum website that contains more than one million 

communities known as subreddits.  These communities cover specific topics making this an ideal 

 
5 Statista Digital 2023: Global Overview Report.  Statista, founded in 2007, is a leading provider 
of worldwide market and consumer data and is trusted by thousands of companies around the 
world for data.  Statista.com consolidates statistical data on over 80,000 topics from more than 
22,500 sources and makes it available in German, English, French and Spanish. 
6 Statista.  
7 Statista. 
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platform to reach individuals with focused interests.  Reddit had an average of 41.5 million daily 

active users in the first quarter of 2024 in the United States.8 

17. The Digital Notices are distributed to a variety of target audiences, including those 

relevant to individuals’ demonstrated interests and/or likes.  All Digital Notices appear on desktop, 

mobile, and tablet devices.  Digital Notices on Google Display Network and the Yahoo Audience 

Network, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, and Reddit are targeted nationwide to reach 

Settlement Class Members.  Digital Notices are also targeted (remarketed) to people who click on 

a Digital Notice.   

18. More details regarding the target audiences, distribution, and specific ad size of the 

Digital Notices and the number of planned impressions are included in the following table. 

Network/Property Target Language Ad Size 
Planned 

Impressions 

Google Display 
Network 

Adults 18+ with a Custom 
Affinity for Breyers 
Vanilla Ice Cream and/or 
Vanilla Ice Cream 

English & 
Spanish 

728x90, 
300x250,  

300x600 & 
970x250 

85,000,000 

Google Display 
Network 

Adults 18+ with a Custom 
Intent for Breyers Vanilla 
Ice Cream and/or Vanilla 
Ice Cream 

English & 
Spanish 

728x90, 
300x250,  

300x600 & 
970x250 

85,000,000 

Yahoo Audience 
Network 

Adults 18+ with a focus on 
food and dessert content 

English & 
Spanish 

728x90, 
300x250,  

300x600 & 
970x250 

40,000,000 

Facebook 
Adults 18+ with interests 
in Breyers Ice Cream 
and/or Ice Cream 

English & 
Spanish 

Newsfeed &  
Right Hand 

Column 
70,000,000 

Instagram 
Adults 18+ with interests 
in Breyers Ice Cream 
and/or Ice Cream 

English & 
Spanish 

Newsfeed 35,000,000 

TikTok 
Adults 18+ with interest in 
ice cream 

English :30 Video Ads 5,000,000 

YouTube 
Adults 18+ with a Custom 
Affinity for Breyers 

English :30 Video Ads 5,000,000 

 
8 Statista. 
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Network/Property Target Language Ad Size 
Planned 

Impressions 

Vanilla Ice Cream and/or 
Vanilla Ice Cream 

YouTube 

Adults 18+ with a Custom 
Intent for Breyers Vanilla 
Ice Cream and/or Vanilla 
Ice Cream 

English :30 Video Ads 5,000,000 

Reddit 
Adults 18+ and subreddits 
r/icecream and/or r/dessert 

English Reddit Feed Ads 2,350,000 

TOTAL    332,350,000 

19. Combined, more than 332 million impressions will be generated by the Digital 

Notices.9  The internet advertising campaign is running from September 13, 2024, through October 

24, 2024.  Clicking on the Digital Notices link the readers to the Settlement Website, where the 

readers can easily obtain detailed information about the case.  Examples of the Digital Notices are 

included as Attachment 1. 

Publication Notice 

20. The Notice Plan included four insertions over four weeks in the “San Francisco,” 

“Los Angeles,” and “Phoenix” editions of USA Today.  Each insertion was an approximate 1/4 page 

Publication Summary Notice.  The Publication Notice is included as Attachment 2.  The Publication 

Tear Sheets are included as Attachment 3.  More details regarding the print publication is included 

in the following table: 

Network/Property Run Date Page # Distribution Language Circulation 

USA Today (San 
Francisco, Los Angeles 
&Phoenix editions) 

9/16/2024 
9/23/2024 
9/30/2024 
10/7/2024 

4B 
4D 
5A 
4B 

California English 14,116 

 
9 The third-party ad management platform, ClickCease, is used to audit Digital Notice ad 
placements.  This type of platform tracks all Digital Notice ad clicks to provide real-time ad 
monitoring, fraud traffic analysis, blocks clicks from fraudulent sources, and quarantines 
dangerous IP addresses.  This helps reduce wasted, fraudulent or otherwise invalid traffic (e.g., 
ads being seen by ‘bots’ or non-humans, ads not being viewable, etc.). 
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Sponsored Search Listings 

21. Sponsored search listings are being acquired on the three most highly visited internet 

search engines: Google, Yahoo! and Bing.  When search engine visitors search on selected common 

keyword combinations related to the case, the sponsored search listing created for this case is 

displayed at the top of the visitor’s website page prior to the search results or in the upper right-

hand column of the web-browser screen.  The sponsored search listings are displayed nationwide.  

All sponsored search listings link directly to the Settlement Website. 

22. The sponsored search listings began on September 13, 2024, and will run through 

October 31, 2024.  As of October 17, 2024, the sponsored listings have been displayed 25,960 

times, which resulted in 2,238 clicks that displayed the Settlement Website.  A complete list of the 

sponsored search keyword combinations is included as Attachment 4.  Examples of the sponsored 

search listing as displayed on each search engine are included as Attachment 5. 

Informational Release 

23. To build additional reach and extend exposures, on September 13, 2024, a party-

neutral Informational Release was issued nationwide over PR Newswire’s National U.S.1 and 

Hispanic Newslines (in English and Spanish) to approximately 5,000 general media (print and 

broadcast) outlets, including local and national newspapers, magazines, national wire services, 

television and radio broadcast media across the United States as well as approximately 4,500 

websites, online databases, internet networks, and social networking media.   

24. The Informational Release included the address of the Settlement Website and the 

toll-free telephone number.  The Informational Release served a valuable role by providing 

additional notice exposures beyond that which was provided by the paid media.  The Informational 

Release (in English and Spanish) is included as Attachment 6. 

Settlement Website 

25. On September 13, 2024, Epiq established a dedicated website for the Settlement 

with an easy to remember domain name (www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com).  Relevant 

documents are posted on the Settlement Website, including the Long Form Notice (in English and 
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Spanish), the Settlement Agreement, Preliminary Approval Order, Claim Form (in English and 

Spanish), Exclusion Form, and other case-related documents.  The Settlement Website also 

provides the ability for Settlement Class Members to file an online Claim Form.  In addition, the 

Settlement Website includes relevant dates, answers to frequently asked questions (“FAQs”), 

instructions for how Settlement Class Members may opt-out (request exclusion) from or object to 

the Settlement, contact information for the Claims Administrator, and how to obtain other case-

related information.  The Settlement Website address was prominently displayed in all notice 

documents.  As of October 17, 2024, there have been 2,041,856 unique visitor sessions to the case 

website, and 6,943,383 web pages have been presented.  The Long Form Notice in English is 

included as Attachment 7.  The Long Form Notice in Spanish is included as Attachment 8.  The 

Claim Form in English is included as Attachment 9.  The Claim Form in Spanish is included as 

Attachment 10.  The Exclusion Form is included as Attachment 11. 

Toll-Free Telephone Number 

26. On September 13, 2024, a toll-free telephone number (1-888-603-5137) was 

established for the Settlement.  Callers are able to hear an introductory message and also have the 

option to learn more about the Settlement in the form of recorded answers to FAQs, and to request 

that a Long Form Notice and Claim Form (“Claim Package”), in English or Spanish, be mailed to 

them.  This automated telephone system is available 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.  The toll-

free telephone number was prominently displayed in all notice documents.  As of October 17, 2024, 

there have been 466 calls to the toll-free telephone number, representing 819 minutes of use. 

27. A Claim Package in English or Spanish was mailed to all persons who requested one 

via the toll-free telephone number or other means.  As of October 17, 2024, Epiq has mailed 131 

Claim Packages as a result of such requests.   

28. A postal mailing address and email address were established, allowing Settlement 

Class Members the opportunity to request additional information or ask questions. 
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Requests for Exclusion 

29. The deadline to request exclusions from the Settlement or to object to the Settlement 

is October 31, 2024.  As of October 17, 2024, Epiq has received 224 requests for exclusion.  As of 

October 17, 2024, Epiq is aware of no objections to the Settlement. 

Claim Submission & Distribution Options 

30. The Settlement provides Settlement Class Members the option of filing a Claim 

Form.  The Notices contained a detailed summary of the relevant information about the Settlement, 

including the Settlement Website address and how Settlement Class Members can file a Claim Form 

online or by mail.  With any method of filing a Claim Form, Settlement Class Members are given 

the option of receiving a digital payment or a traditional paper check. 

31. The deadline for Settlement Class Members to file a Claim Form is February 19, 

2025.  As of October 17, 2024, Epiq has received 1,120,673 Claim Forms (1,091,556 online and 

1,200 paper).  Since the claim filing deadline has not yet passed, these numbers are preliminary.  

As standard practice, Epiq is in the process of conducting a complete review and audit of all Claim 

Forms received.  There is a likelihood that after detailed review, the total number of Claim Forms 

received will change due to duplicate and denied Claim Forms. 

CONCLUSION 

32. In class action notice planning, execution, and analysis, we are guided by due 

process considerations under the United States Constitution, by state rules and statutes, and further 

by case law pertaining to notice.  This framework directs that the notice plan be designed to reach 

the greatest practicable number of potential class members and, that the notice or notice plan 

provide class members with easy access to the details of how the class action may impact their 

rights.  All of these requirements were met in this case.  

33. Once completed, the Notice Plan will have reached approximately 70% of the 

Settlement Class Members with a national digital/internet notice program (digital notice and social 

media).  The reach is further enhanced by a newspaper publication, internet sponsored search 
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listings, an informational release, and a Settlement Website, which were not included in the reach 

calculation.   

34. The Notice Plan followed the guidance for satisfying due process obligations that a 

notice expert gleans from the United States Supreme Court’s seminal decisions, which emphasize 

the need: (a) to endeavor to actually inform the Settlement Class, and (b) to ensure that notice is 

reasonably calculated to do so. 

a) “[W]hen notice is a person’s due, process which is a mere gesture is not due process.  
The means employed must be such as one desirous of actually informing the 
absentee might reasonably adopt to accomplish it,” Mullane v. Central Hanover 
Trust, 339 U.S. 306, 315 (1950); and 

b) “[N]otice must be reasonably calculated, under all the circumstances, to apprise 
interested parties of the pendency of the action and afford them an opportunity to 
present their objections,” Eisen v. Carlisle & Jacquelin, 417 U.S. 156 (1974) (citing 
Mullane, 339 U.S. at 314). 

35. The Notice Plan provided notice that conformed to all aspects of the N.Y. CPLR 904 

procedure regarding notice, and comported with the guidance for effective notice articulated in the 

Manual for Complex Litigation, Fourth and satisfied the requirements of due process, including its 

“desire to actually inform” requirement. 

36. The Notice Plan schedule affords enough time to provide full and proper notice to 

the Settlement Class Members before any opt-out or objection deadlines. 

I affirm this 21st day of October 2024, under penalty of perjury under the laws of New 

York, which may include a fine or imprisonment, that the foregoing is true, and I understand that 

this document may be filed in an action or proceeding in a court of law. 

 

 
Cameron R. Azari, Esq. 
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If you purchased Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream 
as a consumer in the United States from April 21, 2016 

through August 14, 2024, you may be eligible for a  
cash payment from a class action Settlement.

A court authorized this Notice. This is not a Solicitation from a lawyer.

An $8.85 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit filed against Conopco, 
Inc., and Unilever United States, Inc. (together, “Defendants”). The Settlement provides cash 
payments to eligible Settlement Class Members.

What is this lawsuit about? Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against the Defendants alleging the 
Defendants’ labeling of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream gave consumers the impression 
the ice cream contained vanilla flavor derived only from the vanilla plant and not from 
non-vanilla plant sources, and allege that it contained non-vanilla plant vanilla flavors. The 
Defendants dispute all of these allegations and deny any wrongdoing. The Court has not 
decided who is right.

Who is included in the Settlement? You may be included in the Settlement if you purchased 
the Product (Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream) in any size in the United States from  
April 21, 2016 through August 14, 2024. A complete list of the Products can be found at  
www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.

What are the Settlement Benefits? As a result of the Settlement, the Defendants have agreed 
to create a Settlement Fund of $8,850,000. Cash payments from the Settlement Fund will be 
paid to each Settlement Class Member who submits a valid and timely Claim Form.

•	 Monetary Benefits: Settlement Class Members who submit a valid and timely Claim 
Form by February 19, 2025 are eligible for a cash payment. Valid Claims with 
Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, with no Product number limit. 
Valid Claims without Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, up to 
a maximum of 8 Products. If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and without Proof of Purchase, the 
cash payment benefits will be combined. Each Household is limited to and may only 
submit one single Claim Form. 

•	 Injunctive (Non-Monetary) Benefit: Within 12 months of the Settlement becoming 
final, the Defendants will be required to develop a new Product formula that does not 
include vanilla derived from non-vanilla plant sources.

How can I get a payment? If you believe you are a Settlement Class Member and want to 
obtain a cash payment from the Settlement, you will need to complete and return a valid and 
timely Claim Form. The Claim Forms, and information on how to submit them, are available 
on the Settlement website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com. Claim Forms must be 
postmarked (if mailed) or received (if submitted online) on or before February 19, 2025.

What are your options? If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Released 
Parties for the legal claims in this lawsuit, and you do not want to receive a cash payment from 
this Settlement, you must take steps to exclude yourself from the Settlement. To request to be 
excluded from the Settlement, you must fill out the Exclusion Form found on the Settlement 
Website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com or you can mail/email a written request for 
exclusion by October 31, 2024 to the Claims Administrator. If you choose to exclude yourself 
from the Settlement, you will not be bound by the Settlement or any judgment in this lawsuit.  
Information on how to mail/email your exclusion request can be found on the Settlement 
Website or by calling 1-888-603-5137. If you are a Settlement Class Member, and have not 
excluded yourself from the Settlement, you can object to the Settlement if you don’t like any 
part of it. The deadline to object is October 31, 2024.  

What happens next? The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing on November 21, 2024, to 
consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate. If there are objections, 
the Court will consider them. You may attend the Final Approval Hearing, but you are not 
required to do so. You may also pay your own lawyer to attend and speak at the hearing, but 
that is not necessary. The Court may change these deadlines or the hearing date (and time). 
Check the website below for updates. Please do not call the Court or the Clerk of the Court for 
information about the Settlement.

For more information, call 1-888-603-5137 or  
visit www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.
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Travel insurance can help mitigate
some unforeseen fi�nancial losses when
a trip goes awry, from having to book an
airport hotel following a fl�ight cancella-
tion or seeking medical care abroad. 

With air travel at its busiest, an in-
creasing number of travelers are turning
to travel insurance before heading out
on their trips – and putting it to good
use. Travel insurance claim submis-
sions have risen by 22% compared with
last year, according to data from Squa-
remouth, a travel insurance comparison
platform. And after a global tech outage
that left thousands of air travelers
stranded this summer, having travel in-
surance seems like a wise decision.

However, not all travel insurance
claims are equal – or even accepted.
Just having travel insurance is not a
guarantee you’ll get your money back
for every travel mishap. “A lot of people
go in with the understanding that every-
thing bad that happened is covered by
your travel insurance, but it’s not a
catch-all,” Jenna Hummer, public rela-
tions director at Squaremouth, told USA
TODAY. Not only have travel insurance
claims increased, but so have the rates
of denial. This year, travel insurance
claim denials are up 33% over last year,
according to Squaremouth data. 

Having your claim accepted depends
on a variety of factors, such as your cov-
erage policy and having adequate proof
of purchases, like all your receipts and
notes from doctors. Hummer advises
everyone to “know your policy” and be
clear about what is covered. 

Here are the top fi�ve reasons your
travel insurance claim could be denied:

1. You’re inconvenienced
but not interrupted

While it would be great if travel insur-
ance covered everything negative on
your trip, that’s not how it typically

works. “Things like not having a good
time or having it rain the whole week on
your beach vacation that you spent a lot
of money on, those things are typically
not covered,” Hummer said. 

2. You don’t have a paper trail

If something that’s under the policy
does happen – like you get the fl�u and
need to cancel your upcoming trip using
travel medical coverage – make sure you
keep that doctor’s note and receipt for
the visit for speedy processing. Claims
often won’t be reimbursed if you can’t
prove the expenses you incurred and
authenticate your claim. 

It’s also worthwhile to keep your trav-
el expenses well-organized. “It becomes
a huge hassle later on when they’re
wading through all these receipts trying
to get it together,” Hummer said. (If you
really can’t fi�nd a receipt, bank or credit
card statements usually work.) 

3. Your disruption is actually 
not covered by the policy 
you purchased

Flight delays are almost always a
headache, and unfortunately, your

eight-hour delay might not be covered
by your travel insurance policy. 

“It has to be listed on your policy to be
covered,” Hummer said. Some policies
have a travel delay benefi�t that only in-
cludes missed connections or if your
fl�ight is delayed by a certain number of
hours. Read the fi�ne print or even call in-
surance providers to make sure you
have a full understanding of what’s cov-
ered before purchasing.

When a disruption does occur, call
your insurance immediately. “Don’t
wait, don’t call the airline, call the insur-
ance provider ... and they’ll give you ev-
erything you need to do in order to get
the claim processed,” she said. 

While there is such a coverage option
known as Cancel for Any Reason that
lets you cancel up to a day before your
trip, Hummer doesn’t typically recom-
mend this. “It is a very expensive add-
on,” she said. If someone has “some-
thing in their mind that they may need
to cancel their trip,” such as mental
health-related or a fear of fl�ying, then it
could make sense.

4. You bought insurance too late

A comprehensive travel insurance

policy will cover anything due to in-
clement weather, like if your hotel loses
power in a storm. 

However, once severe weather, like a
hurricane, is publicized, it’s too late to
purchase travel insurance. 

If inclement weather is already un-
derway, there’s defi�nitely no possibility
of coverage. 

“Once it’s occurred, it’s considered
foreseen,” Hummer said.

A good rule of thumb: buy your insur-
ance as soon as you book your trip for
the most coverage possible. 

5. A preexisting medical 
condition makes you 
ineligible for your policy

Unfortunately, some travelers with
preexisting medical conditions or ill-
nesses may learn they’re ineligible for
the policy they purchased after the fact
– they’re also the ones who often need
this type of coverage the most. 

Many travel medical insurance poli-
cies don’t provide coverage if you have a
chronic condition or illness like heart
disease or previous injuries, are preg-
nant, or are traveling abroad for an opt-
in medical procedure like a facelift. 

“That’s one of the biggest miscon-
ceptions that we’re constantly trying to
educate travelers about,” Hummer said. 

Even just visiting the doctor for a bad
knee without an offi�cial diagnosis of a
condition could render a preexisting
medical condition by your provider.

Many providers will cover individ-
uals with preexisting medical condi-
tions, provided there haven’t been
symptoms, doctor visits, or worsening
of the condition during the “look-back
period,” which generally ranges from 60
to 180 days but varies based on your pro-
vider. 

“You really have to make sure you
have the coverage that you need,” Hum-
mer said. “The best way to do that is call
the travel insurance provider and have
them walk through your coverage.” 

It also is important to do this quickly
once you book your trip since preexist-
ing medical condition waivers are time-
sensitive.

One-third of travel insurance claims are denied
Acceptance depends
on a variety of factors

Kathleen Wong
USA TODAY

A screen displays delayed and canceled flights at Los Angeles airport on July 19.
ETIENNE LAURENT/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

TRAVEL

Where in the world should you trav-
el? 

It depends on what you’re looking
for: beautiful scenery, friendly locals,
great food. 

Those were all factors U.S. News &
World Report weighed for their Best
Countries rankings, released Tuesday. 

This year’s rankings are based on the
perceptions of nearly 17,000 survey re-
spondents around the world, on topics
running the gamut from military
strength to public education. 

“It's mostly like an association
game,” said Gary Emerling, U.S. News
managing editor of government rank-
ings, who oversaw the project. “Like, I
think this is a friendly country. I know
Canada is friendly, so I'm going to
choose Canada for this one, not to
stereotype."

Among the lists of superlatives
spawned by the study, three European
countries – Italy, Spain and France –
topped the best countries for tourism. 

Tourism itself is a subcategory under
the larger umbrella of adventure. 

Other attributes contributing to this
year’s adventure rankings include per-
ceived friendliness, fun, pleasant cli-
mate, scenery and sexiness. Yes, sexi-
ness. 

U.S. News & World report separately
ranked the best countries for solo travel. 

“Within that, there's an attribute
where we look at how safe countries are
perceived as, and I think that's impor-
tant for travelers to look at,” Emerling
said. “It's kind of what you would think
– the Nordic countries, Switzerland on
that list – but then, similar to ... the
friendly attribute, we have one called
unapproachable.” 

Iran, Kazakhstan, Myanmar, Uzbeki-
stan and Russia were seen as the fi�ve
most unapproachable countries, based
on survey responses. Emerling noted
current events can infl�uence percep-
tions. 

“Israel has fallen like 24 spots as far
as being seen as good for tourism,” he
said. “I think it would be fair to assume
folks are connecting the current situa-
tion in Gaza there.” 

The 2024 survey of nearly 17,000
people from across the globe was con-
ducted from March 22 to May 23. U.S.
News & World Report says it consulted
on the study and model used to score
and rank countries, which were devel-
oped by global marketing and commu-
nications services company WPP and
Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania professor David Reib-
stein. 

Spain, Brazil are best 
for tourism, solo travel
2 nations lead U.S. News
& World Report 2024 list

Eve Chen
USA TODAY

Best countries
for adventure

Brazil

Italy

Greece

Spain

Thailand

New Zealand

Portugal

Australia

Mexico

Argentina

Best countries
for travel alone

Spain

Greece

Italy

New Zealand

Portugal

Australia

Thailand

Brazil

Netherlands

Ireland

Tourists gather at the “Pedra do Sal”
(Stone of Salt), the birthplace of
Samba, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
PROVIDED BY PILAR OLIVARES

If you purchased Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream 
as a consumer in the United States from April 21, 2016 

through August 14, 2024, you may be eligible for a  
cash payment from a class action Settlement.

A court authorized this Notice. This is not a Solicitation from a lawyer.

An $8.85 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit filed against Conopco, 
Inc., and Unilever United States, Inc. (together, “Defendants”). The Settlement provides cash 
payments to eligible Settlement Class Members.

What is this lawsuit about? Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against the Defendants alleging the 
Defendants’ labeling of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream gave consumers the impression 
the ice cream contained vanilla flavor derived only from the vanilla plant and not from 
non-vanilla plant sources, and allege that it contained non-vanilla plant vanilla flavors. The 
Defendants dispute all of these allegations and deny any wrongdoing. The Court has not 
decided who is right.

Who is included in the Settlement? You may be included in the Settlement if you purchased 
the Product (Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream) in any size in the United States from  
April 21, 2016 through August 14, 2024. A complete list of the Products can be found at  
www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.

What are the Settlement Benefits? As a result of the Settlement, the Defendants have agreed 
to create a Settlement Fund of $8,850,000. Cash payments from the Settlement Fund will be 
paid to each Settlement Class Member who submits a valid and timely Claim Form.

• Monetary Benefits: Settlement Class Members who submit a valid and timely Claim 
Form by February 19, 2025 are eligible for a cash payment. Valid Claims with 
Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, with no Product number limit. 
Valid Claims without Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, up to 
a maximum of 8 Products. If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and without Proof of Purchase, the 
cash payment benefits will be combined. Each Household is limited to and may only 
submit one single Claim Form. 

• Injunctive (Non-Monetary) Benefit: Within 12 months of the Settlement becoming 
final, the Defendants will be required to develop a new Product formula that does not 
include vanilla derived from non-vanilla plant sources.

How can I get a payment? If you believe you are a Settlement Class Member and want to 
obtain a cash payment from the Settlement, you will need to complete and return a valid and 
timely Claim Form. The Claim Forms, and information on how to submit them, are available 
on the Settlement website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com. Claim Forms must be 
postmarked (if mailed) or received (if submitted online) on or before February 19, 2025.

What are your options? If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Released 
Parties for the legal claims in this lawsuit, and you do not want to receive a cash payment from 
this Settlement, you must take steps to exclude yourself from the Settlement. To request to be 
excluded from the Settlement, you must fill out the Exclusion Form found on the Settlement 
Website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com or you can mail/email a written request for 
exclusion by October 31, 2024 to the Claims Administrator. If you choose to exclude yourself 
from the Settlement, you will not be bound by the Settlement or any judgment in this lawsuit.  
Information on how to mail/email your exclusion request can be found on the Settlement 
Website or by calling 1-888-603-5137. If you are a Settlement Class Member, and have not 
excluded yourself from the Settlement, you can object to the Settlement if you don’t like any 
part of it. The deadline to object is October 31, 2024.  

What happens next? The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing on November 21, 2024, to 
consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate. If there are objections, 
the Court will consider them. You may attend the Final Approval Hearing, but you are not 
required to do so. You may also pay your own lawyer to attend and speak at the hearing, but 
that is not necessary. The Court may change these deadlines or the hearing date (and time). 
Check the website below for updates. Please do not call the Court or the Clerk of the Court for 
information about the Settlement.

For more information, call 1-888-603-5137 or  
visit www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
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Did you have “Kathy Bates plays a
septuagenarian lawyer in a shockingly
good ‘Matlock’ reboot on CBS” on your
2024 TV bingo card? Because I sure
didn’t!

But in this day and age on TV −� with
the chaos of streaming and the decline
of traditional broadcast −� there’s no lim-
it to the Mad-Libs-style shenanigans
we’ll see when it comes to what makes it
on the air. And it’s even more of a roll of
the dice to fi�nd out which remake or re-
boot of the week is actually good and
popular. Or, dare I say it, both! 

So here we are, and here is Bates,
venerated thespian and Oscar-winner,
donning sensible suits and a legal note-
book as Madeline “Matty” Matlock in,
well, “Matlock” (sneak preview was
Sunday, 8 EDT/PDT, moves to 9 EDT/
PDT Thursdays on Oct. 17, eeeg).
Bates, 76, is a doll, the cast is charming
and the legal-plots-of-the-week are
compelling. For those who miss a “Good
Wife”-style procedural in their lives, it
might just scratch an itch. And off�er you
a hard candy. 

Because that’s the whole shtick of
“Matlock” this time around. Andy Grif-
fi�th played a disarming and powerful
defense attorney as Ben Matlock in the
original 1986-1995 series, but Bates isn’t
whom you would pick as the most dom-
inating lawyer in the room just by look-
ing at her. 

Her version of Matlockis a lawyer,
too, but a corporate one, back in the
workforce after long absent years due to
personal trauma. 

She wheedles her way into a fancy
fi�rm and starts showing the youngsters
what’s what, all while pursuing her own
agenda. 

Matty surprises not only the audi-
ence and her legal enemies but also her
co-workers and superiors, including
boss Olympia (Skye P. Marshall), a Black
woman and top-notch attorney who has

had to work harder than her peers to get
where she is in her career. Olympia is
constantly battling her ex-husband and
fi�rm nepo baby Julian (Jason Ritter, who
does good smarm). Matty is a thorn in
Olympia’s side and a fresh career com-
petition for junior associates Billy (Da-
vid Del Rio) and Sarah (Leah Lewis).
Watching the Madeline-instigated side-
show with amused disinterest is the
fi�rm’s head honcho Senior (Beau
Bridges), who seems to hire Madeline as
a private joke, but watches her closely. 

It’s a big cast but creator Jennie Sny-
der Urman (“Jane the Virgin,”
“Charmed”) has balanced the ensemble
well in the humorous and well-paced
scripts. In the fi�rst two episodes made
available for review, there’s been time to
get to know everyone and win two legal
battles. The best procedurals can do
both, and “Matlock,” especially after its
big twist, certainly has ambitions as big
as some of our best procedurals. 

When Max’s “Hacks” −� which stars
Jean Smart, age 73 −� won a boatload of
Emmys last weekend, there was a lot of
talk about making TV for and about
people above a certain age. I’d argue
that “Matlock” isn’t just for the Boom-
ers. It’s yet more proof that stories about
humans (and especially women) across
the whole spectrum of our lives can be
compelling. Matty Matlock can be a he-
ro just like any of the young bucks on the
latest Marvel show. 

Great storytelling has no retirement
age. 

TELEVISION PREVIEW

Bates’ ‘Matlock’ reboot
isn’t just for older viewers

Kathy Bates as Madeline “Matty”
Matlock in “Matlock.”
PROVIDED BY SONJA FLEMMING/CBS

Kelly Lawler
Columnist

USA TODAY 

Leading up to the premiere of his live
Netfl�ix series Tuesday night, renowned
medium Tyler Henry experienced
waves of excitement. He wants to reveal
more about the process in which his
sixth sense manifests through his fi�rst
fi�ve senses.

“While sometimes I’ll get a taste or a
smell or get kind of more of an audible
impression in my head, visions are the
primary way of communication, very
strong, active imaginations or day-
dreams,” he tells USA TODAY.

Henry also looks forward to address-
ing his skeptics with readings per-
formed in real time. The curious check
Google to see if he’s real. A fi�rsthand ac-
count of a reading in 2022 proved very
popular with our readers. 

“I think that in being able to see it
without that editing is extremely pow-
erful in a way even more than we’ve pre-
viously seen,” the 28-year-old Henry
says.

“Live From the Other Side With Tyler
Henry,” an eight-episode weekly series
(Tuesdays, 6 p.m. EDT/3 p.m. PDT), fol-
lows fi�ve seasons of E’s “Hollywood Me-
dium” which introduced the Hanford,
California native. Later Henry, who be-
came aware of his ability at 10, and Net-
fl�ix pooled their powers for one season
of “Life After Death With Tyler Henry,”
in which he met with everyday people
and tried to solve his own family mys-
tery: How his mom, Theresa, ended up
being raised by a woman evil enough to
commit double homicide. Theresa
learned only a few years ago that the
woman is not her biological mother.

In “Live From the Other Side” Henry
will be visited by celebrities accompa-
nied by their friends and family whom
they’d like to gift a reading with Henry.
Their identities will be kept from Henry.

“A grade-school teacher that made an
impact, or a friend or somebody who
desperately needs a connection,” Henry
explains. Kind of like the ESP version of
“Celebrity IOU.” 

“We, going live, will see what hap-
pens in real time with very little safe-

guards,” Henry says with a laugh.
“Which for skeptics is going to be really
interesting to watch, and I think for be-
lievers could be very compelling if all
goes as one hopes.”

In Tuesday’s premiere that was mod-
erated by Amanda Kloots, guest Chrish-
ell Stause brought her sister Shonda Da-
visson, and friends including celebrity
hairstylist Chris Appleton and televi-
sion host Nina Parker.

Henry’s premonitions bounced
among guests during the 43-minute
program, which was not short on tears.

Henry felt Stause’s late mom’s love
for Stevie Nicks. He also was able to re-
lieve Stause’s regrets about the fi�nal
words they shared.

“I hated my last conversation with
her,” Stause revealed. “Is that some-
thing that she thinks about?”

Henry assured the “Selling Sunset”
star that her mother doesn’t dwell on
that chat. Parker became emotional
when Henry connected her with a cous-
in who died in January at age 33.

But of course in life – even when you
can connect with the dead – there are no
guarantees.

“As a medium, there’s a great fear of
humiliation,” Henry concedes. “There’s
a great risk of not only being wrong but
looking fake, and this is an occupation
where if people don’t believe that what
you’re doing is real, they believe you are
lying. So it’s not just even so much an
ideological thing about, ‘I don’t know
about that. I don’t really believe in that,’
as much as it becomes a moral thing.”

Fortunately for Henry, he has made it
a habit to pursue the fears that shake
him.

“I think that really there’s something
to be said about being able to have the
courage to face discomfort and under-
stand that is where growth exists,” Hen-
ry says. “I hope that in taking those risks
and embracing that it makes people
look at their own life and think, ‘Hey,
what can I do to be more of who I am and
not be afraid of being afraid?’ ”

In addition to “Live,” Henry will con-
tinue his live tour, doing readings at
theaters across the country. He also is
devoting time to working on a book, co-
written with his mother, centered on her
turbulent upbringing “being abducted
as a child and all of the crazy things she
dealt with as having a homicidal mother
fi�gure who spent 30 years in prison,”
Henry says. “So very interesting story,
and and I’m excited to be able to work on
that more.”

STREAMING

Medium hopes to connect with ‘Live’
Erin Jensen
USA TODAY

Celebrity medium Tyler Henry and Netflix have partnered on a new series, two years after the debut of “Life After Death
With Tyler Henry.” PROVIDED BY NETFLIX

If you purchased Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream 
as a consumer in the United States from April 21, 2016 

through August 14, 2024, you may be eligible for a  
cash payment from a class action Settlement.

A court authorized this Notice. This is not a Solicitation from a lawyer.

An $8.85 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit filed against Conopco, 
Inc., and Unilever United States, Inc. (together, “Defendants”). The Settlement provides cash 
payments to eligible Settlement Class Members.

What is this lawsuit about? Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against the Defendants alleging the 
Defendants’ labeling of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream gave consumers the impression 
the ice cream contained vanilla flavor derived only from the vanilla plant and not from 
non-vanilla plant sources, and allege that it contained non-vanilla plant vanilla flavors. The 
Defendants dispute all of these allegations and deny any wrongdoing. The Court has not 
decided who is right.

Who is included in the Settlement? You may be included in the Settlement if you purchased 
the Product (Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream) in any size in the United States from  
April 21, 2016 through August 14, 2024. A complete list of the Products can be found at  
www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.

What are the Settlement Benefits? As a result of the Settlement, the Defendants have agreed 
to create a Settlement Fund of $8,850,000. Cash payments from the Settlement Fund will be 
paid to each Settlement Class Member who submits a valid and timely Claim Form.

• Monetary Benefits: Settlement Class Members who submit a valid and timely Claim 
Form by February 19, 2025 are eligible for a cash payment. Valid Claims with 
Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, with no Product number limit. 
Valid Claims without Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, up to 
a maximum of 8 Products. If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and without Proof of Purchase, the 
cash payment benefits will be combined. Each Household is limited to and may only 
submit one single Claim Form. 

• Injunctive (Non-Monetary) Benefit: Within 12 months of the Settlement becoming 
final, the Defendants will be required to develop a new Product formula that does not 
include vanilla derived from non-vanilla plant sources.

How can I get a payment? If you believe you are a Settlement Class Member and want to 
obtain a cash payment from the Settlement, you will need to complete and return a valid and 
timely Claim Form. The Claim Forms, and information on how to submit them, are available 
on the Settlement website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com. Claim Forms must be 
postmarked (if mailed) or received (if submitted online) on or before February 19, 2025.

What are your options? If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Released 
Parties for the legal claims in this lawsuit, and you do not want to receive a cash payment from 
this Settlement, you must take steps to exclude yourself from the Settlement. To request to be 
excluded from the Settlement, you must fill out the Exclusion Form found on the Settlement 
Website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com or you can mail/email a written request for 
exclusion by October 31, 2024 to the Claims Administrator. If you choose to exclude yourself 
from the Settlement, you will not be bound by the Settlement or any judgment in this lawsuit.  
Information on how to mail/email your exclusion request can be found on the Settlement 
Website or by calling 1-888-603-5137. If you are a Settlement Class Member, and have not 
excluded yourself from the Settlement, you can object to the Settlement if you don’t like any 
part of it. The deadline to object is October 31, 2024.  

What happens next? The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing on November 21, 2024, to 
consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate. If there are objections, 
the Court will consider them. You may attend the Final Approval Hearing, but you are not 
required to do so. You may also pay your own lawyer to attend and speak at the hearing, but 
that is not necessary. The Court may change these deadlines or the hearing date (and time). 
Check the website below for updates. Please do not call the Court or the Clerk of the Court for 
information about the Settlement.

For more information, call 1-888-603-5137 or  
visit www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.
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Just Curious
You’ve got questions? We’ve got answers.

Learn more
Scan the QR code to 
fi�nd more Just
Curious content.

Easing into autumn is oh, so sweet –
fall foliage, cozy sweaters and pumpkin
everything.

Breaking out the autumn decor and
want a color palette for inspiration?
Here’s everything you need to know
about how fall colors became synony-
mous with the cooler months.

What are fall colors?

Fall colors are the shades that ac-
company the autumnal season, in-
spired by how the leaves change from
green to an array of warm hues:

h Red
h Orange
h Yellow
h Brown
The beauty of fall lies in the variety

of shades – you’ll fi�nd crimson, golden-
yellow and purplish-red leaves in many
parts of the U.S. This color palette is
also associated with other autumn im-
agery, like pumpkins, candy corn, ap-
ples, cranberries and turkeys.

Why do leaves change color?

Chlorophyll is what makes leaves
green. Leaves also contain carotenoids,
which produce yellow, orange and
brown colors. In the autumn, they be-
gin to produce more anthocyanin,
which gives them red and purple hues. 

As the nights get longer, chlorophyll
production slows down and eventually
stops, the U.S. Forest Service says. 

When and how the leaves change
color depends on tree species – some
have leaves that turn brown and fall. 

Weather and temperature also im-
pact fall foliage. Warm, sunny days ac-
companied by cool nights make for

prime conditions. Extreme drought, ex-
cessive rainfall or warm periods, how-
ever, can negatively impact the range of
fall colors. The latest forecast from the
Climate Prediction Center predicts a
warmer-than-average fall for nearly
the entire United States.

What is leaf peeping?

Leaf peeping is the term used for
traveling to see the changing, colorful
foliage during the autumn months. 

If you’re looking for a place to spot
fall foliage near you, at usatoday.com,
check out our guide to the best national
parks to visit in the fall. USA TODAY
readers voted for the best fall getaways:

1. Gatlinburg, Tennessee
2. Allegany County, Maryland 
3. Mackinac Island, Michigan
4. Branson, Missouri
5. Stowe, Vermont
6. Greenville, South Carolina
7. Bayfi�eld, Wisconsin
8. Cody, Wyoming
9. Taos, New Mexico
10. Asheville, North Carolina
Contributing: Doyle Rice, Janet

Loehrke

There’s science behind 
fall colors’ natural beauty
Clare Mulroy
USA TODAY

Popular Mammoth Lakes in
California's Eastern Sierra region lures
visitors year-round. PROVIDED BY JOSH

WRAY/MAMMOTH LAKES TOURISM

Each year, the almond’s popularity
grows exponentially. Uses include al-
mond butter, almond milk, almond
paste and raw almonds to snack. Al-
monds are so popular, they were Cali-
fornia’s No. 1 agricultural export in 2021.

As popular as they are now, they’ve
been around a really long time. Native
to the Mediterranean where almond
trees grew wild, they were cultivated as
long ago as 3000 BC, according to Har-
vard’s T.H. Chan School of Public
Health. In fact, almonds are mentioned
in Genesis, the fi�rst book of the Bible, as
a food that can be given as a gift.

Have you ever wondered how al-
monds are harvested or where they’re
grown? 

Here’s the nutty background on al-
monds.

Where do almonds come from?

Almonds are seeds harvested from
the fruit of the almond tree, prunus
dulcis. 

The name “almond” comes from the
common name of the tree species, but
the name is used to identify the edible
seed found in the fruit from the tree. 

How do almonds grow?

An almond tree can grow up to 15 feet
tall. The tree is known for its aromatic,
white-pinkish fl�owers, and it grows
fruit called a drupe, which resembles a
peach or plum. The drupe fruit contains
a small pit in the middle. 

That pit is then harvested by a ma-
chine and prepared in several ways for
consumption.

Where do almond trees grow?

Industrial producers plant almond
trees in large orchards where climates
are hot and dry in the summer and cool
and moist in the winter. 

Eighty percent of the world’s al-
mond supply is produced in California;
the other 20% is found in Mediterra-
nean countries such as Spain and Italy.
California alone produces more than 25
species of almonds valued at $4.7 bil-
lion, the Los Angeles Times reports.

Are almonds nuts?

Almonds do not fall under the bo-
tanical defi�nition of nuts. According to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
nuts are single-seeded fruit with a high
oil content, enclosed in a leathery or
solid outer layer. Because almonds
grow in the middle of a fl�eshy fruit, they
are not classifi�ed as a nut.

There are two classifi�cations for al-
monds: sweet and bitter.

Sweet almonds are the most com-
mon and easily accessible variation;
they can be found in supermarkets and
confections. These almonds are often
processed and consumed like peanuts,
walnuts and cashews. 

Bitter almonds are not to be eaten
like sweet almonds. These almonds
have a high content of amygdalin, and
consuming this chemical may be highly
toxic for humans. Although bitter al-
monds are very similar to sweet al-
monds, they must undergo a diff�erent
process for products to be completely
safe. Whole bitter almonds are not used
for snacking or baking – they are more
often extracted for their oils to be safely
used in medicine, liquor and select
baked goods.

Are almonds nuts or
fruits? Here’s the scoop
Kristen Apolline Castillo
USA TODAY

People with schizophrenia will have a
new treatment option for the fi�rst time
in more than three decades, after the
Food and Drug Administration ap-
proved a new kind of drug Thursday. 

Studies showed Bristol Myers
Squibb’s drug, KarXT, improved symp-
toms of schizophrenia and led to fewer
side eff�ects than existing antipsychotic
treatments. Researchers are optimistic
patients might stick with this medica-
tion longer than existing drugs, which
patients often quit due to side eff�ects. 

KarXT is a twice-daily oral medica-
tion for adults that combines two drugs:
Xanomeline, which targets muscarinic
receptors in the brain, and trospium,
which alleviates digestive and other
symptoms that result from this type of
medication. The promising drug combi-
nation was discovered and tested by Ka-
runa Therapeutics, which Bristol Myers
Squibb acquired in March. 

Bristol Myers Squibb will sell the
drug combination under the brand
name Cobenfy. The pharmaceutical
company hasn’t said how much it will
charge for the medication. 

The nonprofi�t Institute for Clinical
and Economic Review, which analyzes
drug prices, said in January that the
drug would be cost eff�ective if priced be-
tween $16,000 and $20,000 per year. 

In April, Bristol Myers Squibb re-
leased the results of a study that found
three-quarters of patients saw their
symptoms improve by 30% or more af-
ter one year on KarXT. 

The KarXT approval comes after dec-
ades of no signifi�cant treatment ad-
vancements for schizophrenia patients.
About 3.7 million, or 1.8%, of adults in
the U.S. have a lifetime history of
schizophrenia, according to 2023 re-
search. The estimate was two to three
times higher than previous estimates.

Doctors are hopeful KarXT will make
a meaningful diff�erence for patients
who have struggled with existing anti-
psychotic medications, said Jelena Ku-
novac, a clinical assistant professor at
University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

She said 75% of patients discontinue
antipsychotics within 18 months, often
due to stigma or side eff�ects of existing
drugs. Antipsychotics can cause weight
gain, drowsiness, metabolic syndrome,
which can increase risk of heart attack
or stroke, or involuntary movements
such as blinking or sticking out your
tongue.

“The fi�eld is ready to try something
diff�erent,” Kunovac said. “This medica-
tion may be a game changer for some
subset of patients.”

Schizophrenia can cause people to
hallucinate, struggle to control thoughts
or become suspicious of others.

Researchers have tried without suc-
cess to develop new class of schizophre-
nia medications since the last wave of
dopamine-blocking antipsychotics
emerged in the 1990s. 

Last week, a study in the journal
“Psychiatric Services in Advance” found
that 70% of adults with schizophrenia
had some type of mental health treat-
ment in the past year. Only 30% were
taking an antipsychotic. 

Bristol Myers
Squibb’s new
schizophrenia
drug KarXT has
reduced
symptoms of
most patients in
a late-stage
study. The
twice-daily pill
combines two
drugs,
xanomeline and
trospium.
DADO RUVIC/

REUTERS

FDA-approved drug promises
new way to treat schizophrenia
Ken Alltucker
USA TODAY

If you purchased Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream 
as a consumer in the United States from April 21, 2016 

through August 14, 2024, you may be eligible for a  
cash payment from a class action Settlement.

A court authorized this Notice. This is not a Solicitation from a lawyer.

An $8.85 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit filed against Conopco, 
Inc., and Unilever United States, Inc. (together, “Defendants”). The Settlement provides cash 
payments to eligible Settlement Class Members.

What is this lawsuit about? Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against the Defendants alleging the 
Defendants’ labeling of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream gave consumers the impression 
the ice cream contained vanilla flavor derived only from the vanilla plant and not from 
non-vanilla plant sources, and allege that it contained non-vanilla plant vanilla flavors. The 
Defendants dispute all of these allegations and deny any wrongdoing. The Court has not 
decided who is right.

Who is included in the Settlement? You may be included in the Settlement if you purchased 
the Product (Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream) in any size in the United States from  
April 21, 2016 through August 14, 2024. A complete list of the Products can be found at  
www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.

What are the Settlement Benefits? As a result of the Settlement, the Defendants have agreed 
to create a Settlement Fund of $8,850,000. Cash payments from the Settlement Fund will be 
paid to each Settlement Class Member who submits a valid and timely Claim Form.

• Monetary Benefits: Settlement Class Members who submit a valid and timely Claim 
Form by February 19, 2025 are eligible for a cash payment. Valid Claims with 
Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, with no Product number limit. 
Valid Claims without Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, up to 
a maximum of 8 Products. If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and without Proof of Purchase, the 
cash payment benefits will be combined. Each Household is limited to and may only 
submit one single Claim Form. 

• Injunctive (Non-Monetary) Benefit: Within 12 months of the Settlement becoming 
final, the Defendants will be required to develop a new Product formula that does not 
include vanilla derived from non-vanilla plant sources.

How can I get a payment? If you believe you are a Settlement Class Member and want to 
obtain a cash payment from the Settlement, you will need to complete and return a valid and 
timely Claim Form. The Claim Forms, and information on how to submit them, are available 
on the Settlement website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com. Claim Forms must be 
postmarked (if mailed) or received (if submitted online) on or before February 19, 2025.

What are your options? If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Released 
Parties for the legal claims in this lawsuit, and you do not want to receive a cash payment from 
this Settlement, you must take steps to exclude yourself from the Settlement. To request to be 
excluded from the Settlement, you must fill out the Exclusion Form found on the Settlement 
Website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com or you can mail/email a written request for 
exclusion by October 31, 2024 to the Claims Administrator. If you choose to exclude yourself 
from the Settlement, you will not be bound by the Settlement or any judgment in this lawsuit.  
Information on how to mail/email your exclusion request can be found on the Settlement 
Website or by calling 1-888-603-5137. If you are a Settlement Class Member, and have not 
excluded yourself from the Settlement, you can object to the Settlement if you don’t like any 
part of it. The deadline to object is October 31, 2024.  

What happens next? The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing on November 21, 2024, to 
consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate. If there are objections, 
the Court will consider them. You may attend the Final Approval Hearing, but you are not 
required to do so. You may also pay your own lawyer to attend and speak at the hearing, but 
that is not necessary. The Court may change these deadlines or the hearing date (and time). 
Check the website below for updates. Please do not call the Court or the Clerk of the Court for 
information about the Settlement.

For more information, call 1-888-603-5137 or  
visit www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.
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NEW YORK −� A strike by dockwork-
ers on the U.S. East Coast and Gulf
Coast that disrupted much of the na-
tion’s ocean shipping this week ended
Thursday, but a key issue driving labor
unrest across the continent −� the grow-
ing use of automation −� was unresolved.

Companies view automation as a
path to better profi�t, while unions see it
as a job-killer. For North American
dockworkers battling automation,
Europe’s port worker contracts may
point a way to resolve the issue.

About 45,000 port workers from the
International Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion union ended a three-day strike late
Thursday that had shut ocean shipping
from Maine to Texas after reaching a
tentative deal on wages.

The workers and port operators
agreed to extend their contract to Jan. 15
while talks continued. A key sticking
point in the negotiations for a new six-
year labor contract is automation.

“We got to keep fi�ghting automation
and semi-automation,” the union’s
leader, Harold Daggett, told a group of
workers outside the Maher terminal in
Elizabeth, New Jersey, as they held
signs reading “Machines don’t feed fam-
ilies” and “Fight automation, save jobs.”

The union claims the use of an auto-
mated gate system at a port in Mobile,
Alabama violates their contract.

The port is run by Netherlands-based
APM Terminals, a member of the United
States Maritime Alliance (USMX) em-
ployer group. The auto-gate system can
process trucks entering and leaving the
port using digital scans, without the
help of unionized labor, the union says.

APM Terminals, owned by A.P. Moll-
er-Maersk MAERSKb.CO, told Reuters
that the auto-gate has been in place
since the terminal opened in 2008 and
that it remains in full compliance with
the ILA/USMX master contract.

USMX declined to comment.

Canada fi�ght

Automation has cropped up in other
port labor disputes in the U.S. and Cana-
da that have shaken global trade,
stretching from Los Angeles to Vancou-
ver.

In June, 99% of the International
Longshore and Warehouse Union (IL-
WU) Local 514 workers in Canada reject-
ed what was then called the fi�nal off�er of
the British Columbia Maritime Employ-
ers Association (BCMEA), covering sea-
ports in the Canadian province.

The union was upset in part because
logistics company Dubai Ports World
Canada had put the labor group on no-
tice that it would unilaterally introduce
automation at a key rail yard at the Port
of Vancouver.

“Workers are challenging automation
because they know the negative eff�ects

that disappearing jobs have on our fam-
ilies and communities,” an ILWU Coast
Longshore Division spokesperson said
Tuesday.

The BCMEA and ILWU Local 514 have
been negotiating on an industry-wide
basis since November 2022.

Last year, more than 7,300 workers
went on strike in Vancouver as automa-
tion became a sticking point with the
BCMEA. 

The ILWU sought to include language
in contracts about training workers to
repair new machinery introduced at the
ports.

The Pacifi�c Maritime Association
(PMA), which represents terminal oper-
ators from California to Washington
state, said union workers in 2023 “eff�ec-
tively shut down” terminals at ports in-
cluding Los Angeles, Long Beach and
Oakland in California when negotia-
tions hit the 13-month mark.

A report underwritten by the ILWU
representing West Coast dockworkers
found that in 2020 and 2021, the Long
Beach terminal had 392 fewer jobs than
it would have had if it were not automat-
ed.

A competing report commissioned
by the PMA found that paid hours at Los
Angeles ports had risen by 31.5% since
automation began in 2016. The authors
declined to provide fi�gures for Long
Beach alone.

In the new six-year contract, the
union and PMA said they would estab-

lish a minimum staffi�ng agreement for
terminals that introduce automated
equipment and discuss new technologi-
cal changes.

European contracts

In Europe, port workers unions have
already negotiated protections against
automation, after Europe Container
Terminals opened the world’s fi�rst auto-
mated container terminal in Rotterdam,
the Netherlands, in 1993, according to
Berardina Tommasi, policy offi�cer at the
European Transport Workers’ Federa-
tion for dockworkers.

“Nobody can be sacked because of
automation,” said Niek Stam, secretary
of FNV Havens, the largest Dutch dock-
workers union.

The Dutch union has more than
6,000 members across three ports in the
Netherlands, including the Port of Rot-
terdam, which is considered one of the
most technologically advanced in the
world. “We’ve had this in our contracts
for many years,” Stam said.

Even so, the union is looking to ad-
dress concerns around automation in
its current contract negotiations over
worries about career longevity as auto-
mation reduces the number of less in-
tense roles at ports.

“We have to talk about early retire-
ment (with terminal operators) because
workers can’t work until 67 doing the
most labor-intensive jobs,” Stam said.

Port strike puts automation into spotlight
Doyinsola Oladipo
REUTERS

Travelers hoping to hike the Appala-
chian Trail are being asked to stay away
from its southern portion, which is still
reeling from Helene. 

Helene was no longer a hurricane by
the time it reached the start of the sto-
ried trail in North Georgia last week, but
its extreme rains caused devastating
fl�oods across the Southeast. 

The Appalachian Trail Conservancy,
which oversees the management and
conservation of the trail stretching from
Georgia to Maine, shared in a news re-
lease: 

Hurricane Helene is the largest natu-
ral disaster – in terms of geographic
footprint – to impact the Appalachian
Trail in its 100-year history. While it is
still too early to understand the extent
of the damage to the A.T. itself, hun-
dreds of thousands of people through-
out the Southern Appalachians – in-
cluding ATC staff� – have been impacted
by fl�ooding, strong winds, tornadoes,
downed trees, and impassable road-
ways, and are without power, clean wa-
ter, internet, and other essentials. 

Several national forests along the
trail are closed, and other areas are dis-
couraging visitors so they can focus on
recovery. 

Where was the trail affected? 

Hikers are urged to avoid northbound
mile 0.0 on Georgia’s Springer Moun-
tain to mile 864.6 in Rockfi�sh Gap, Vir-
ginia. 

“Although not all areas in this section
are offi�cially closed, there is still a risk of
landslides in many areas, much of the
A.T. in the south is inaccessible due to
road closures, and emergency respond-
ers are at max capacity,” the ATC posted
in an update Wednesday. “There also
may be dangers on the Trail from the
storm like downed trees, severe erosion,
washed out bridges, and swollen creeks
and streams.” 

How long will areas be closed? 

It’s not clear how long it will take to
reopen the full trail. 

“We also ask for patience as recovery

and relief eff�orts in the impacted com-
munities continue and critical infra-
structure is restored,” Appalachian Trail
Conservancy Communications Director
Ann Simonelli told USA TODAY by
email. “Once we can safely access the
A.T., the ATC and our partners will begin
to fully evaluate the Trail’s conditions.” 

The ATC is maintaining a list of trail
closures on its website. Updates are also
available on the websites of the various
public lands through which the trail
crosses. Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park, for instance, is discouraging
hiking and backcountry travel for the
time being, and Nantahala and Pisgah
National Forests are temporarily closed. 

What can hikers do? 

Hikers who had been working to
achieve 2,000-miler status for complet-
ing the entire Appalachian Trail may
suspend their hikes and pick up where
they left when it’s safe to do so. 

“They will have 12 months from the
date they choose to resume their hikes
to complete the remainder of their jour-
neys and still be recognized by the ATC
as a thru-hiker,” according to the ATC,
which also shared resources for helping
residents of communities recover from
the storm. 

Southern end of Appalachian
Trail devastated by Helene
Eve Chen
USA TODAY

Helene downed trees in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. The park’s
website notes “unpredictable creek
crossings, potential downed trees,
and other hazardous trail conditions
remain.” PROVIDED BY NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Villa Vie Residences’ 31⁄2-year cruise
has offi�cially begun.

The long-delayed sailing departed
Belfast, Northern Ireland, where its Vil-
la Vie Odyssey ship has been docked in
recent months, for its fi�rst stop on
Thursday, according to an Instagram
Story posted by the company. 

The ship will spend a day at sea be-
fore arriving in Brest, France, late on Fri-
day according to resident Victor Torres.
“You can see everyone’s mood,” Torres,
who was previously was based in Los

Angeles, told USA TODAY. “It’s festive,
exciting.”

Torres, 53, who is sailing with his
wife, Shristie, said residents boarded
the ship Monday night but were told it
would take until at least Tuesday to
leave Belfast because of remaining pa-
perwork. “Even though we weren’t able
to leave the harbor for the fi�rst two days
or two nights, you know, everyone's still
very upbeat,” he said.

A spokesperson for Villa Vie con-
fi�rmed the ship was on its way to Brest
but did not provide a comment on the
specifi�cs of Torres’ experience.

The cruise had been scheduled to

start in May but faced a number of set-
backs. Villa Vie CEO Mikael Petterson
told USA TODAY in August that the
company had “been quite humbled by
the scale of what it takes to reactivate a
30-year-old vessel from a four-year lay-
up. 

After the lapse of all certifi�cations of
class we are now considered (a) new
ship where all machinery and equip-
ment must work as if new.”

The Odyssey had sailed as Fred Olsen
Cruise Lines’ MS Braemar. Villa Vie pur-
chased it in 2023.

Torres, who is retired, already
planned to visit other countries, three

months at a time, over the next several
years before learning about Villa Vie.
When the opportunity to travel without
repeatedly unpacking arose, he jumped
at it, selling most of his belongings and
moving with three suitcases.

Torres spent the months during the
delays traveling anyway. He said he took
a weeklong cruise and a trip to the Ca-
nary Islands – paid for by Villa Vie – and
set out on his own to explore Europe,
where he had never been, from Barcelo-
na, Spain, to Prague in the Czech Repub-
lic and many other destinations (Villa
Vie also off�ered reimbursement for
those trips).

Long-delayed 31⁄�2-year cruise fi�nally begins its voyage
Nathan Diller
USA TODAY

If you purchased Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream 
as a consumer in the United States from April 21, 2016 

through August 14, 2024, you may be eligible for a  
cash payment from a class action Settlement.

A court authorized this Notice. This is not a Solicitation from a lawyer.

An $8.85 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit filed against Conopco, 
Inc., and Unilever United States, Inc. (together, “Defendants”). The Settlement provides cash 
payments to eligible Settlement Class Members.

What is this lawsuit about? Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against the Defendants alleging the 
Defendants’ labeling of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream gave consumers the impression 
the ice cream contained vanilla flavor derived only from the vanilla plant and not from 
non-vanilla plant sources, and allege that it contained non-vanilla plant vanilla flavors. The 
Defendants dispute all of these allegations and deny any wrongdoing. The Court has not 
decided who is right.

Who is included in the Settlement? You may be included in the Settlement if you purchased 
the Product (Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream) in any size in the United States from  
April 21, 2016 through August 14, 2024. A complete list of the Products can be found at  
www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.

What are the Settlement Benefits? As a result of the Settlement, the Defendants have agreed 
to create a Settlement Fund of $8,850,000. Cash payments from the Settlement Fund will be 
paid to each Settlement Class Member who submits a valid and timely Claim Form.

• Monetary Benefits: Settlement Class Members who submit a valid and timely Claim 
Form by February 19, 2025 are eligible for a cash payment. Valid Claims with 
Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, with no Product number limit. 
Valid Claims without Proof of Purchase will receive $1.00 for each Product, up to 
a maximum of 8 Products. If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and without Proof of Purchase, the 
cash payment benefits will be combined. Each Household is limited to and may only 
submit one single Claim Form. 

• Injunctive (Non-Monetary) Benefit: Within 12 months of the Settlement becoming 
final, the Defendants will be required to develop a new Product formula that does not 
include vanilla derived from non-vanilla plant sources.

How can I get a payment? If you believe you are a Settlement Class Member and want to 
obtain a cash payment from the Settlement, you will need to complete and return a valid and 
timely Claim Form. The Claim Forms, and information on how to submit them, are available 
on the Settlement website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com. Claim Forms must be 
postmarked (if mailed) or received (if submitted online) on or before February 19, 2025.

What are your options? If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Released 
Parties for the legal claims in this lawsuit, and you do not want to receive a cash payment from 
this Settlement, you must take steps to exclude yourself from the Settlement. To request to be 
excluded from the Settlement, you must fill out the Exclusion Form found on the Settlement 
Website at www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com or you can mail/email a written request for 
exclusion by October 31, 2024 to the Claims Administrator. If you choose to exclude yourself 
from the Settlement, you will not be bound by the Settlement or any judgment in this lawsuit.  
Information on how to mail/email your exclusion request can be found on the Settlement 
Website or by calling 1-888-603-5137. If you are a Settlement Class Member, and have not 
excluded yourself from the Settlement, you can object to the Settlement if you don’t like any 
part of it. The deadline to object is October 31, 2024.  

What happens next? The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing on November 21, 2024, to 
consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate. If there are objections, 
the Court will consider them. You may attend the Final Approval Hearing, but you are not 
required to do so. You may also pay your own lawyer to attend and speak at the hearing, but 
that is not necessary. The Court may change these deadlines or the hearing date (and time). 
Check the website below for updates. Please do not call the Court or the Clerk of the Court for 
information about the Settlement.

For more information, call 1-888-603-5137 or  
visit www.VanillaIceCreamSettlement.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
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Breyers Lawsuit Natural Ice Cream Class Action Settlement
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Breyers Class Action Lawsuit Ice Cream Litigation

Breyers Ice Cream Settlement Ice Cream Class Action

Breyers Ice Cream Lawsuit Ice Cream Class Action Settlement

Breyers Ice Cream Litigation Ice Cream Class Action Lawsuit

Breyers Ice Cream Class Action Breyers Claim Form

Breyers Ice Cream Class Action Settlement Breyers Payment

Breyers Ice Cream Class Action Lawsuit Breyers Cash Payment

Breyers Vanilla Ice Cream Settlement Breyers Compensation

Breyers Vanilla Ice Cream Lawsuit Breyers Ice Cream Claim Form

Breyers Vanilla Ice Cream Litigation Breyers Ice Cream Payment
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Natural Vanilla Ice Cream Lawsuit Breyers Natural Ice Cream Cash Payment
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1

Questions? Call 1-888-603-5137 or visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, BRONX COUNTY

If you purchased Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream as a consumer in the United States from April 21, 2016, 
through August 14, 2024, you may be eligible for a cash payment from a class action Settlement.

A court authorized this Notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.

An $8.85 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit filed against Conopco, Inc., and Unilever United 
States, Inc. (together, “Defendants”). Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against the Defendants alleging the Defendants’ 
labelling of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream gave consumers the impression the ice cream contained vanilla flavor 
derived only from the vanilla plant and not from non-vanilla plant sources, and allege that it contained non-vanilla 
plant vanilla flavors. The Defendants dispute all of these allegations and deny any wrongdoing. The Court has not 
decided who is right. 

You are a “Settlement Class Member” if you are a consumer who purchased the Product (Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice 
cream) in any size in the United States from April 21, 2016, through August 14, 2024.

Monetary Benefits Available to Settlement Class Members: Settlement Class Members who submit a valid and 
timely Claim Form by the deadline are eligible for the following cash payments:

1	– Valid Claim with Proof of Purchase: If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid Claim 
with proof of purchase, you will receive $1.00 for each Product. There is no limit to the number of Products 
you can seek a cash payment for if proof of purchase is provided with your Claim Form.

2	– Valid Claim without Proof of Purchase: If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim without proof of purchase, you will receive $1.00 for each Product up to a maximum of 8 Products.

If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and 
without Proof of Purchase, the cash payment benefits will be combined. Each Household is limited to and may 
only submit one single Claim Form. If the total value of Valid Claims submitted exceeds the Settlement Amount 
after allowed fees are paid, the amount payable for each Valid Claim will be reduced on a pro-rata (a legal term 
meaning equal) basis.

Injunctive (Non-Monetary) Benefit: Within 12 months of the Settlement becoming final, the Defendants will be 
required to develop a new Product formula that does not include vanilla flavor derived from non-vanilla plant sources.

This Notice may affect your rights. Please read it carefully.

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS DEADLINE

Submit a Claim Form The only way to get a cash payment is to submit a valid and 
timely Claim Form. February 19, 2025

Exclude Yourself
Get no cash payment and keep any right to file your own lawsuit 
against the Released Parties about the legal claims in this lawsuit 
that are released by the Agreement (“Settlement Agreement”).

October 31, 2024

Object
Tell the Court why you do not like the Settlement. You will still 
be bound by the Settlement if the Court approves it, and you may 
still file a Claim Form and receive a cash payment.

October 31, 2024

Do Nothing Get no cash payment. Give up your legal rights.

These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this Notice.

If you have any questions about this Notice, the Settlement, or your eligibility to participate in the Settlement, please 
visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com or call toll-free at 1-888-603-5137.
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Questions? Call 1-888-603-5137 or visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

Basic Information

1.	 Why is this Notice being provided?

A state court authorized this Notice because you have the right to know about the proposed Settlement of this class 
action lawsuit and about all of your rights and options before the Court decides whether to grant final approval to 
the Settlement. This Notice explains the lawsuit, the Settlement, your legal rights, what benefits are available, who is 
eligible for the benefits, and how to get them.

The Honorable Veronica G. Hummel, Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, Bronx County, is 
overseeing this class action. The lawsuit is known as McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 805260/2024E. 
The persons who filed the lawsuits are called the “Plaintiffs” or “Class Representatives” and the companies sued, 
Conopco, Inc., and Unilever United States, Inc. are called the “Defendants.” This Settlement is on behalf of a 
nationwide class and covers all pending litigation, including a related action pending elsewhere. For more information 
regarding the related action pending elsewhere, please see section 1.3 of the Settlement Agreement available on the 
Settlement Website.

2.	 What is this lawsuit about?

Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against the Defendants alleging the Defendants’ labelling of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice 
cream gave consumers the impression the ice cream contained vanilla flavor derived only from the vanilla plant and not 
from non-vanilla plant sources, and allege that it contained non-vanilla plant vanilla flavors. The Defendants dispute all 
of these allegations and deny any wrongdoing. The Court has not decided who is right.

3.	 What is a class action?

In a class action lawsuit, one or more persons called plaintiffs sue on behalf of other persons that have similar legal 
claims. The people are a “class” or “settlement class members.” In this lawsuit, the people who sued are called the 
“Plaintiffs.” The companies and people they are suing, Conopco, Inc., and Unilever United States, Inc. are called the 
“Defendants.” One court resolves the issues for everyone in the class, except for those people who choose to exclude 
themselves (opt out) from the class.

4.	 Why is there a Settlement?

The Court has not decided in favor of the Plaintiffs or the Defendants. Instead, both sides agreed to a Settlement 
to avoid the cost and risk of a trial. Settlement Class Members may submit a Claim Form for a cash payment. The 
Plaintiffs and Class Counsel believe the Settlement is best for the Class and represents a fair, reasonable, and adequate 
resolution of the lawsuit.

The Defendants deny the legal claims in the lawsuit; deny all allegations of wrongdoing, fault, liability or damage 
to the Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class; and deny they acted improperly or wrongfully in any way. The Defendants 
nevertheless recognize the expense and time that would be required to defend the lawsuit through trial and have taken 
this into account in agreeing to the Settlement.

Who is in the Settlement?
To see if you are eligible for a cash payment, you first have to determine if you are a Settlement Class Member.

5.	 Am I part of the Settlement?

You are a Settlement Class Member if you are a consumer who purchased the Product in any size in the United States 
from April 21, 2016, through August 14, 2024.

“Product(s)” means Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream, in any size. A complete list of the Products can be found at 
www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

You are excluded from being a Settlement Class Member if you are (a) the Released Parties; (b) any government 
entities; (c) persons who made such purchase for the purpose of resale; (d) persons who made a valid, timely request 
for exclusion; (e) the presiding judges in the Actions; or (f) mediator Peter Woodin of JAMS.
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Questions? Call 1-888-603-5137 or visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

6.	 What if I am still not sure whether I am part of the Settlement?

If you are still not sure whether you are a Settlement Class Member, you may go to the Settlement Website at  
www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com or call 1-888-603-5137.

The Settlement Benefits – What You Can Get

7.	 What does the Settlement provide?

As a result of the Settlement, the Defendants have agreed to create a Settlement Fund of $8,850,000. Cash payments 
from the Settlement Fund will be paid to each Settlement Class Member who submits a valid and timely Claim Form.

Monetary Benefits Available to Settlement Class Members: Settlement Class Members who submit a valid and 
timely Claim Form by the deadline are eligible for the following cash payments (“Monetary Benefits”):

1	– Valid Claim with Proof of Purchase: If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid Claim 
with proof of purchase, you will receive $1.00 for each Product. There is no limit to the number of Products 
you can seek a cash payment for if proof of purchase is provided with your Claim Form.

2	– Valid Claim without Proof of Purchase: If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim without proof of purchase, you will receive $1.00 for each Product up to a maximum of 8 Products.

If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and without 
Proof of Purchase, the cash payment benefits will be combined. For example, a Settlement Class Member may make 
a Valid Claim for 5 Products with Proof of Purchase (for $5.00), and 6 Products without Proof of Purchase (for $6.00) 
for a total of $11.00.

Each Household is limited to and may only submit one single Claim Form. For purposes of the Settlement, 
Household is defined as any number of natural persons who currently or during the Class Period (from April 21, 2016, 
through August 14, 2024) occupied the same dwelling unit.

If the total amount of Valid Claims is more than what remains of the $8,850,000 Settlement Amount after removing 
the Notice and Administration Costs, Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, and Service Awards, then the cash payment for each 
Settlement Class Member will be determined on a pro-rata (a legal term meaning equal) basis.

Injunctive (Non-Monetary) Benefit: Within 12 months of the Settlement becoming final, the Defendants will be 
required to develop a new Product formula that does not include vanilla derived from non-vanilla plant sources.

How to Get Benefits from the Settlement

8.	 How can I get a cash payment?

To be eligible for a cash payment, you must be a Settlement Class Member and you must submit a valid and timely 
Claim Form online at www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com by February 19, 2025, or sign and return a valid and 
timely Claim Form by U.S. mail at the address below postmarked by February 19, 2025.

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813 
Portland, OR 97208-2813

A Claim Form may be obtained from the Settlement Website, or you may request a Claim Form by contacting the 
Claim Administrator at the address above or by calling 1-888-603-5137. You will not receive a cash payment from 
the Settlement if you file a request to be excluded as a Settlement Class Member, or if you do not submit a valid and 
timely Claim Form by the deadline.
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Questions? Call 1-888-603-5137 or visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

9.	 When will I receive my cash payment?

The Court will hold a hearing on November 21, 2024 (which is subject to change), to decide whether to finally 
approve the Settlement. Even if the Court finally approves the Settlement, there may be appeals. The appeal process 
can take time, perhaps more than a year. If you file a valid and timely Claim Form, you will not receive a cash 
payment until any appeals are resolved. Please be patient.

10.	 What am I giving up to receive a cash payment from the Settlement?

Unless you exclude yourself (“opt-out”) from being a Settlement Class Member by timely submitting a request for 
exclusion, you will remain a Settlement Class Member. This means you cannot sue, continue to sue, or be part of any 
other lawsuit against the Released Parties about the legal issues in this lawsuit. It also means that all of the Court’s 
orders will apply to you and legally bind you and that you will release the legal claims detailed in the Settlement 
Agreement. The Release is provided in the Settlement Agreement in Section VII in necessary legal terminology. The 
Settlement Agreement is available at www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com. 

The Lawyers Representing You

11.	 Do I have lawyers in this case?

Yes, the Court has appointed lawyers from the law firms Reese LLP and Sheehan & Associates, P.C. to represent you 
and the other Settlement Class Members. The lawyers are called Class Counsel. They are experienced in handling 
class action cases. You will not be charged for these lawyers. If you want to be represented by your own lawyer, you 
may hire one at your own expense, but you do not need to.

Michael R. Reese
Reese LLP
100 West 93rd Street, 16th Floor
New York, New York 10025

Spencer Sheehan
Sheehan & Associates, P.C.
60 Cutter Mill Rd #412
Great Neck, NY 11021

12.	 How will the lawyers be paid?

Class Counsel will request Attorneys’ Fees and Costs up to $3,175,000. In addition, Class Counsel intends to request 
the Court approve Service Awards to each of the Class Representatives (Frederick McKinley and Lisa Vizcarra) in the 
amount of $5,000 for their efforts in pursuing this lawsuit. If awarded by the Court, these Attorneys’ Fees and Costs 
and the Service Awards will be paid from the Settlement Fund. The Court may award less than these amounts for the 
Attorneys’ Fees and Costs and Service Awards.

Your Rights – Excluding Yourself From The Settlement
If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Released Parties for the legal claims in this lawsuit, and 
you do not want to receive a cash payment from this Settlement, you must take steps to exclude yourself from the 
Settlement. This is called “excluding yourself”—or is sometimes referred to as “opting out” of the class.

13.	 How do I exclude myself from the Class?

To exclude yourself from the Settlement, you must fill out the Exclusion Form found on the Settlement Website at 
www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com or you must mail a written request for exclusion, which includes the following:

	○ The case name McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 805260/2024E;
	○ Your name, address, telephone number, and email address (if available); and
	○ A clear statement that you want to be excluded from the Settlement Class, such as “I hereby request to be 

excluded from the Settlement Class in McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 805260/2024E.”
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Questions? Call 1-888-603-5137 or visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

Your request for exclusion must be emailed to info@vanillaicecreamsettlement.com and received by or mailed via 
U.S. Mail or express mail, postmarked by October 31, 2024, to:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

“Mass” or “class” requests for exclusion filed by third parties on behalf of a “mass” or “class” of Settlement Class 
Members or multiple Settlement Class Members where no Exclusion Form has been signed by every individual 
Settlement Class Member will not be allowed.

14.	 If I exclude myself, can I get anything from this Settlement?

If you choose to exclude yourself from the Settlement, you are telling the Court that you do not want to be a Settlement 
Class Member and you will not be bound by the Settlement or any judgment in this lawsuit.

You can only get a cash payment if you remain a Settlement Class Member and submit a valid and timely Claim Form 
as described above. If you remain a Settlement Class Member, you will be bound by the Settlement or any judgment 
in this lawsuit.

If you choose to exclude yourself from the Settlement, you are not giving up the right to sue the Released Parties for 
the legal claims this Settlement resolves and releases. You must exclude yourself as a Settlement Class Member to 
start or continue with your own lawsuit about the legal claims involved in this Settlement.

You cannot exclude yourself from the Non-Monetary Benefit.

Your Rights – Objecting to The Settlement
You can tell the Court that you do not agree with the Settlement or some part of it.

15.	 How do I object to the Settlement?

Any Settlement Class Member who does not submit a request for exclusion from the Class may object to the proposed 
Settlement, or Class Counsel’s Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, or the Service Awards.

Your objection must contain the following:

•	 The case name and number: McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 805260/2024E;
•	 Your full name, current address, and telephone number;
•	 The name, address, and telephone number of any lawyer representing you, if any, including any former or 

current lawyer who may be entitled to compensation for any reason if the objection is successful and their 
legal and factual support for the right to such compensation;

•	 Documents or testimony sufficient to establish your membership in the Settlement Class;
•	 A detailed statement of any objection asserted, including the grounds for the objection;
•	 Whether you are requesting the opportunity to appear and be heard at the final approval hearing and the 

reasons for your request;
•	 The identity of your lawyer (if any) who will appear at the final approval hearing and a list of all persons who 

will be called to testify in support of the objection (if any);
•	 Copies of any papers, briefs, or other documents upon which the objection is based;
•	 A detailed list of any other objections by you, or your lawyer, to any class litigations submitted in any state 

or federal court in the United States in the previous five (5) years (or affirmatively stating that no such prior 
objection has been made); and

•	 Your signature, in addition to the signature of your lawyer (if any).

Settlement Class Members who fail to make objections in the manner specified in this Section will be deemed to 
have waived any objections and will be prevented from making any objection to the Settlement (whether by appeal 
or otherwise).
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Questions? Call 1-888-603-5137 or visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

Your written objection must be received by email to info@vanillaicecreamsettlement.com by October 31, 2024, or 
mailed via U.S. Mail or express mail, postmarked by October 31, 2024, to:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

Any objection to the Settlement must be in writing. If you submit a timely written objection, you may, but are not 
required to, appear at the Final Approval Hearing, either in person or through your own lawyer. If you appear through 
your own lawyer, you are responsible for hiring and paying your lawyer.

16.	 What is the difference between objecting and asking to be excluded?

Objecting is simply telling the Court that you do not like something about the Settlement. You can object only if 
you remain a Settlement Class Member (meaning you do not exclude yourself). Excluding yourself is telling the 
Court that you do not want to be a Settlement Class Member. If you exclude yourself, you cannot object because the 
Settlement no longer affects you.

Your Rights – Appearing at the Final Approval Hearing
The Court will hold a “Final Approval Hearing” to decide whether to approve the Settlement. You may attend and you 
may ask to speak if you submit an objection by the deadline, but you do not have to.

17.	 When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement?

The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing to decide whether to approve the Settlement. You may attend this 
hearing and you or your lawyer may speak at the hearing if you submitted an objection, but you or your lawyer do not 
have to do so. The Court will hold the Final Approval Hearing at 9:30 am on November 21, 2024, at the Supreme 
Court for the State of New York, Bronx County, located at 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, New York, 10451. 

Note: The date and time of the Final Approval Hearing are subject to change without further notice to the Settlement 
Class. The Court may also decide to hold the hearing via Zoom or telephonically. You should check the Settlement 
Website www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com to confirm the date of the Final Approval Hearing has not changed.

At the hearing, the Court will consider whether the Settlement is final, fair, reasonable, and adequate. If there are 
objections that were postmarked by the deadline, the Court will consider them. If you submit a timely objection, and 
you would like to speak at the hearing, the Court will also listen to you or your lawyer speak at the hearing, if you so 
request.

If the Court approves the Settlement, the Settlement Benefits, including cash payments to Settlement Class Members 
who submit a timely, valid, and approved Claim Form, will be provided after any appeals are resolved and after the 
completion of all Claim Form processing. This could take time to complete fully. Please be patient. The Settlement 
Website, www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com, will be updated regularly to provide Settlement Class Members with 
updated information.

If you are a Settlement Class Member, you are subject to the Settlement unless you take the steps described in this 
Notice to exclude yourself. You cannot exclude yourself from the Non-Monetary Benefit.

18.	 Am I required to attend the Final Approval Hearing?

You may attend the Final Approval Hearing, but you are not required to do so. If you submit an objection, you may, 
but are not required to attend the Court at the Final Approval Hearing. You may also pay your own lawyer to attend 
or discuss your objection, but that is not necessary.

19.	 May I speak at the Final Approval Hearing?

Yes, as long as you do not exclude yourself, and you submit an objection, you or your lawyer can (but do not have to) 
participate and speak in this litigation and Settlement. This is called making an appearance. You also may have your 
own lawyer speak for you at the hearing, but you will have to pay for the lawyer yourself.
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Questions? Call 1-888-603-5137 or visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

IF YOU DO NOTHING

20.	 What happens if I do nothing at all?

If you are a Settlement Class Member and you do nothing, you will not receive a cash payment. You will give up your 
rights as explained in the “Your Rights – Excluding Yourself from the Settlement” section of this Notice, including 
your right to start a lawsuit, continue with a lawsuit, or be part of any other lawsuit against the Released Parties about 
the legal claims that are released by the Settlement Agreement.

21.	 How do I get more information about the Settlement?

This Notice summarizes the Settlement. More details are provided in the Settlement Agreement. The Settlement 
Agreement and other related documents are available at www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com, by calling  
1-888-603-5137, or by writing to:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

PLEASE DO NOT TELEPHONE THE COURT OR THE COURT CLERK’S OFFICE REGARDING  
THIS NOTICE, THE SETTLEMENT OR THE CLAIM PROCESS.
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¿Tiene alguna pregunta? Llame al 1-888-603-5137 o  
visite www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

TRIBUNAL DEL ESTADO DE NEW YORK, CONDADO DE NASSAU

Si compró helado Breyers® Natural Vanilla como consumidor en los Estados Unidos desde el 21 de abril 
de 2016 hasta el 14 de agosto de 2024, puede cumplir con los requisitos para recibir un pago en efectivo 

de una Conciliación de demanda colectiva.

Un tribunal autorizó este Aviso. No se trata del ofrecimiento de un abogado.

Se ha llegado a una conciliación por $8.85 millones en una demanda colectiva presentada contra Conopco, Inc. y 
Unilever United States, Inc. (en conjunto, los “Demandados”). Los demandantes presentaron esta demanda contra los 
demandados alegando que la etiqueta del helado Breyers® Natural Vanilla daba a los consumidores la impresión de 
que el helado contenía sabor a vainilla derivado únicamente de la planta de vainilla y no de fuentes vegetales distintas 
a la vainilla, y alegan que contenía sabores a vainilla de plantas que no eran plantas de vainilla. Los demandados 
cuestionan todas estas acusaciones y niegan haber actuado mal. El Tribunal no ha decidido quien tiene razón.

Usted es un “Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo” si es un consumidor que compró el Producto (helado de 
vainilla Breyers® Natural Vanilla) de cualquier tamaño en los Estados Unidos desde el 21 de abril de 2016 hasta  
el 14 de agosto de 2024.

Beneficios monetarios disponibles para los Miembros del grupo del Acuerdo: Los Miembros del Grupo del 
Acuerdo que presenten un Formulario de reclamación válido y oportuno antes de la fecha límite cumplen con los 
requisitos para los siguientes pagos en efectivo:

1 – Reclamación válida con Comprobante de compra: Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo 
y presenta una Reclamación válida con comprobante de compra, recibirá $1.00 por cada Producto. No hay 
límite en cuanto a la cantidad de Productos para los que puede solicitar un pago en efectivo si se proporciona 
un comprobante de compra con su Formulario de reclamación.

2 – Reclamación válida sin Comprobante de compra: Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo y 
presenta una Reclamación válida sin comprobante de compra, recibirá $1.00 por cada Producto hasta un 
máximo de 8 Productos.

Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo y presenta una Reclamación válida por Productos con Comprobante 
de compra y sin Comprobante de Compra, se combinarán los beneficios de pago en efectivo. Cada Hogar está 
limitado y solo puede presentar un único Formulario de reclamación. Si el valor total de las Reclamaciones 
válidas presentadas excede el Monto del acuerdo de Conciliación después de que se paguen los cargos permitidos, el 
monto pagadero por cada Reclamación válida se reducirá de forma prorrateada (un término legal que significa igual).

Beneficio por mandato judicial (no monetario): Dentro de los 12 meses de que el Acuerdo de Conciliación sea 
definitivo, los Demandados deberán desarrollar una nueva fórmula de Producto que no incluya sabor a vainilla 
derivado de fuentes vegetales que no sean la vainilla.

Este Aviso puede afectar sus derechos. Léalo con atención.
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¿Tiene alguna pregunta? Llame al 1-888-603-5137 o  
visite www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

SUS OPCIONES Y DERECHOS LEGALES FECHA LÍMITE

PRESENTAR UN 
FORMULARIO DE 
RECLAMACIÓN

La única manera de obtener un pago en efectivo es si presenta un 
Formulario de Reclamación válido y durante el plazo. 19 de febrero de 2025

EXCLUIRSE

No obtener un pago en efectivo y conservar cualquier derecho 
de presentar su propia demanda contra las Partes exoneradas 
en relación con las reclamaciones legales de esta demanda que 
sean resueltas por el Acuerdo de conciliación (“Acuerdo de 
Conciliación”).

31 de octubre de 2024

OBJETAR

Comunicarle al Tribunal por qué usted no está de acuerdo con 
el Acuerdo de conciliación. Usted seguirá estando vinculado al 
Acuerdo de Conciliación si el Tribunal lo aprueba, pero aún podrá 
presentar un Formulario de reclamación y recibir un pago en 
efectivo.

31 de octubre de 2024

NO HACER NADA No recibirá pagos en efectivo. Renuncia a sus derechos legales.

Estos derechos y estas opciones, y las fechas límite para ejercerlos, se explican en este Aviso.

Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre este Aviso, el Acuerdo de Conciliación o su elegibilidad para participar en el Acuerdo 
de conciliación, visite www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com o llame al número gratuito 1-888-603-5137.
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¿Tiene alguna pregunta? Llame al 1-888-603-5137 o  
visite www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

INFORMACIÓN BÁSICA

1.	 ¿Por qué se proporciona este Aviso?

Un tribunal estatal autorizó el presente Aviso debido a que usted tiene derecho a conocer la Conciliación propuesta 
en esta demanda colectiva, y todos sus derechos y opciones antes de que el Tribunal decida si otorga la aprobación 
definitiva a la Conciliación. En este Aviso se explican la demanda, el Acuerdo de conciliación, sus derechos legales, 
los beneficios disponibles, quiénes son elegibles para recibir los beneficios y cómo obtenerlos.

La Honorable Jueza Verónica G. Hummel del Tribunal del Estado de New York, Condado del Bronx, entiende en esta 
demanda colectiva. La demanda se conoce como McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Índice Nro. 805260/2024E. 
Las personas que presentaron las demandas se denominan los “Demandantes” o los “Representantes del grupo” y 
las compañías demandadas, Conopco, Inc. y Unilever United States, Inc. se denominan los “Demandados”. Esta 
Conciliación es en nombre de un grupo de demandantes a nivel nacional y cubre todos los litigios pendientes, 
incluida una demanda relacionada, pendiente en otro lugar. Para obtener más información sobre la acción relacionada 
pendiente en otro lugar, consulte la sección 1.3 del Acuerdo de conciliación disponible en el sitio web.

2.	 ¿De qué trata esta demanda?

Los demandantes presentaron esta demanda contra los demandados alegando que la etiqueta del helado Breyers® 
Natural Vanilla daba a los consumidores la impresión de que el helado contenía sabor a vainilla derivado únicamente 
de la planta de vainilla y no de fuentes vegetales distintas a la vainilla, y alegan que contenía sabores a vainilla de 
plantas que no eran plantas de vainilla. Los demandados cuestionan todas estas acusaciones y niegan haber actuado 
mal. El Tribunal no ha decidido quien tiene razón.

3.	 ¿Qué es una demanda colectiva?

En una demanda colectiva, una o varias personas denominadas demandantes presentan una demanda en nombre de 
otras personas que tienen reclamaciones legales similares. Estas personas constituyen el “Grupo de demandantes” 
o son los “Miembros del grupo del Acuerdo”. En esta demanda, las personas que demandaron se denominan los 
“Demandantes”. Las compañías y las personas a las que demandan, Conopco, Inc. y Unilever United States, Inc. se 
denominan los “Demandados”. Un tribunal resuelve los asuntos para todo el grupo de demandantes, excepto para 
quienes deciden excluirse (exclusión) de dicho grupo.

4.	 ¿Por qué existe una Conciliación?

El Tribunal no ha fallado a favor de los Demandantes ni de los Demandados. Más bien, ambas partes llegaron a 
un Acuerdo de conciliación para evitar los costos y riesgos de un juicio. Los Miembros del Grupo del Acuerdo de 
Conciliación pueden presentar un Formulario de reclamación para obtener un pago en efectivo. Los Demandantes 
y los Abogados del grupo de demandantes creen que el Acuerdo de conciliación es lo mejor para el Grupo de 
demandantes y representa una resolución justa, razonable y adecuada de la demanda.

Los Demandados niegan las reclamaciones legales en la demanda; niegan todas las acusaciones de irregularidades, 
faltas, responsabilidades o daños a los Demandantes y al Grupo de demandantes de la Conciliación; y niegan que 
hayan actuado de manera inadecuada o indebida de cualquier manera. No obstante, los Demandados reconocen los 
gastos y el tiempo que se requerirían para defender la demanda a través de un juicio y lo han tenido en cuenta al 
aceptar este Acuerdo de conciliación.

¿QUIÉNES ESTÁN INCLUIDOS EN EL ACUERDO DE CONCILIACIÓN?
Para saber si usted es elegible para recibir un pago en efectivo, primero debe determinar si es Miembro del grupo de 
demandantes.

5.	 ¿Soy parte de la Conciliación?

Usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo si es un consumidor que compró el Producto, en cualquier tamaño, en 
los Estados Unidos desde el 21 de abril de 2016 hasta el 14 de agosto de 2024.

“Producto(s)” se refiere al helado Breyers® Natural Vanilla, en cualquier tamaño. Puede encontrar una lista completa 
de los Productos en www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.
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¿Tiene alguna pregunta? Llame al 1-888-603-5137 o  
visite www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

Usted queda excluido de ser un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo si (a) es una de las Partes Exoneradas; (b) cualquier 
entidad gubernamental; (c) personas que realizaron dicha compra con el fin de revender; (d) personas que realizaron 
una solicitud de exclusión válida y oportuna; (e) los jueces que presiden los procesos; o (f) el mediador Peter Woodin 
de JAMS.

6.	 ¿Qué hago si todavía no estoy seguro si formo parte del Acuerdo de conciliación?

Si aún no está seguro de ser un Miembro del grupo del Acuerdo de conciliación, puede visitar el Sitio web del acuerdo 
en www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com o llamar al 1-888-603-5137.

BENEFICIOS DEL ACUERDO DE CONCILIACIÓN: LO QUE PUEDE OBTENER

7.	 ¿Qué establece el Acuerdo de conciliación?

Como resultado del Acuerdo de Conciliación, los Demandados han acordado crear un Fondo de la Conciliación de 
$8,850,000. Los pagos en efectivo del Fondo de la Conciliación se pagarán a los Miembros del grupo del Acuerdo 
que presenten reclamaciones oportunas y válidas.

Beneficios monetarios disponibles para los Miembros del grupo del Acuerdo: Los Miembros del grupo del 
Acuerdo que presenten un Formulario de reclamación válido y oportuno antes de la fecha límite cumplen con los 
requisitos para los siguientes pagos en efectivo (“Beneficios Monetarios”):

1 – Reclamación válida con Comprobante de compra: Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo 
y presenta una Reclamación válida con comprobante de compra, recibirá $1.00 por cada Producto. No hay 
límite en cuanto a la cantidad de Productos para los que puede solicitar un pago en efectivo si se proporciona 
un comprobante de compra con su Formulario de reclamación.

2 – Reclamación válida sin Comprobante de compra: Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo y 
presenta una Reclamación válida sin comprobante de compra, recibirá $1.00 por cada Producto hasta un 
máximo de 8 Productos.

Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo y presenta una Reclamación válida por Productos con Comprobante 
de compra y sin Comprobante de Compra, se combinarán los beneficios de pago en efectivo. Por ejemplo, un Miembro 
del grupo del Acuerdo puede presentar una Reclamación válida por 5 Productos con Comprobante de compra (por 
$5.00) y 6 Productos sin Comprobante de compra (por $6.00) por un total de $11.00.

Cada Hogar está limitado y solo puede presentar un único Formulario de reclamación. A los fines de la 
Conciliación, Hogar se define como cualquier cantidad de personas físicas que actualmente o durante el Período de 
la demanda (desde el 21 de abril de 2016 hasta el 14 de agosto de 2024) ocuparon la misma unidad de vivienda.

Si el monto total de las Reclamaciones válidas es superior a lo que queda del Monto del acuerdo de $8,850,000 después 
de eliminar los Costos de notificación y administración, los Honorarios y costos de abogados y las Adjudicaciones 
por servicios, entonces el pago en efectivo para cada Miembro del grupo del Acuerdo se determinará de manera 
prorrateada (un término legal que significa igual).

Beneficio por mandato judicial (no monetario): Dentro de los 12 meses de que el Acuerdo de Conciliación sea 
definitivo, los Demandados deberán desarrollar una nueva fórmula del Producto que no incluya vainilla derivada de 
fuentes vegetales que no sean la vainilla.

CÓMO OBTENER LOS BENEFICIOS DEL ACUERDO DE CONCILIACIÓN

8.	 ¿Cómo puedo obtener un pago en efectivo?

Para ser elegible para un pago en efectivo, debe ser un Miembro del grupo del Acuerdo y debe presentar un Formulario 
de reclamación válido y oportuno en línea en www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com a más tardar el 19 de febrero de 2025, 
o firmar y devolver un Formulario de reclamación válido y oportuno por correo postal de los EE. UU. a la dirección que 
figura a continuación con sello postal con fecha a más tardar del 19 de febrero de 2025.
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¿Tiene alguna pregunta? Llame al 1-888-603-5137 o  
visite www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

Puede obtener un Formulario de reclamación en el Sitio web del Acuerdo, o puede solicitar un Formulario de 
reclamación comunicándose con el Administrador de reclamaciones a la dirección antes indicada o llamando al 
1-888-603-5137. No recibirá un pago en efectivo del Acuerdo de Conciliación si presenta una solicitud para ser 
excluido como Miembro del grupo del Acuerdo, o si no presenta un Formulario de reclamación válido y oportuno 
antes de la fecha límite.

9.	 ¿Cuándo recibiré mi pago en efectivo?

El Tribunal llevará a cabo una audiencia el 21 de noviembre de 2024 (sujeta a cambios), para decidir si aprueba 
definitivamente la Conciliación. Incluso si el Tribunal aprueba el Acuerdo de conciliación de manera definitiva, podría 
haber apelaciones. El proceso de apelación puede tomar tiempo, tal vez más de un año. Si presenta un Formulario de 
reclamación válido y oportuno, no recibirá un pago en efectivo hasta que se resuelva cualquier apelación. Debe ser 
paciente.

10.	 ¿A qué estoy renunciando para recibir un pago en efectivo del Acuerdo de conciliación?

Salvo que se excluya (“exclusión”) como Miembro del grupo del Acuerdo mediante la presentación oportuna de una 
solicitud de exclusión, usted seguirá siendo Miembro del grupo del Acuerdo. Esto significa que no podrá demandar, 
seguir adelante con una demanda ni ser parte de cualquier otra demanda en contra de las Partes exoneradas respecto 
a las cuestiones legales planteadas en esta demanda. También significa que todas las órdenes del Tribunal se aplicarán 
a usted y lo vincularán legalmente, y usted renunciará a las reclamaciones legales detalladas en el Acuerdo de 
conciliación. La Exención se establece en el Acuerdo de conciliación en la Sección VII, con la terminología legal 
necesaria. El Acuerdo de conciliación está disponible en www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com. 

LOS ABOGADOS QUE LO REPRESENTAN

11.	 ¿Tengo abogados en este caso?

El Tribunal ha designado abogados de los bufetes de abogados Reese LLP and Sheehan & Associates, P.C. para 
representarlos a usted y a los demás Miembros del grupo de Demandantes. Los abogados son denominados “Abogados 
del grupo de demandantes”. Tienen experiencia en el manejo de casos de demandas colectivas. No se le cobrará por 
los servicios de estos abogados. Si desea ser representado por su propio abogado, puede contratar a uno por su propia 
cuenta y cargo, pero no necesita hacerlo.

Michael R. Reese
Reese LLP
100 West 93rd Street, 16th Floor
New York, New York 10025

Spencer Sheehan
Sheehan & Associates, P.C.
60 Cutter Mill Rd #412
Great Neck, NY 11021

12.	 ¿Cómo se pagará a los abogados?

Los Abogados del grupo solicitarán honorarios de abogados y costos por hasta $3,175,000. Además, los Abogados 
del grupo tienen la intención de solicitar al Tribunal que apruebe las Adjudicaciones por servicio para cada uno de 
los Representantes del grupo (Frederick McKinley y Lisa Vizcarra) por un monto de $5,000 por sus esfuerzos en la 
presentación de esta demanda. Si el Tribunal lo otorga, estos honorarios de abogados y costos y la Adjudicación por 
servicios se pagarán del Fondo de Conciliación. El Tribunal puede otorgar menos de estos montos para la Adjudicación 
de honorarios de abogados y costos, y para la Adjudicación por servicios.
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SUS DERECHOS: EXCLUIRSE DEL ACUERDO DE CONCILIACIÓN
Si desea conservar el derecho de demandar o seguir adelante con una demanda contra las Partes exoneradas con 
respecto a las reclamaciones legales de esta demanda y no desea recibir un pago en efectivo de este Acuerdo de 
conciliación, debe seguir los pasos necesarios para excluirse del Acuerdo de conciliación. Esto se conoce como 
“excluirse” o, en ocasiones, se hace referencia a ello como “optar por la exclusión” del Grupo.

13.	 ¿Cómo me excluyo del Grupo de demandantes?

Para excluirse del Acuerdo de Conciliación, debe completar el Formulario de exclusión que se encuentra en el Sitio 
web del Acuerdo en www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com o debe enviar por correo una solicitud de exclusión por 
escrito, que incluya lo siguiente:

	◦ el nombre del caso McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Índice Nro. 805260/2024E;
	◦ su nombre, dirección, número de teléfono y dirección de correo electrónico (si está disponible); y
	◦ una declaración clara de que desea ser excluido del Grupo de Demandantes, como “Por la presente solicito ser 

excluido del Grupo de Demandantes en McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Índice Nro. 805260/2024E”.

Su solicitud de exclusión debe enviarse por correo electrónico a info@vanillaicecreamsettlement.com y recibirse o enviarse 
por correo postal de los EE. UU. o correo expreso, con sello postal fechado a más tardar del 31 de octubre de 2024, a:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

No se permitirán las solicitudes de exclusión “masivas” o “en grupo” presentadas por terceros en nombre de “un 
conjunto masivo” o “un grupo” de Miembros del grupo de la Conciliación o múltiples Miembros del grupo de la 
Conciliación cuando no haya sido firmado un Formulario de exclusión por cada Miembro individual del grupo de la 
Conciliación.

14.	 Si me excluyo, ¿puedo obtener algo de esta Conciliación?

Si decide excluirse del Acuerdo de conciliación, le está informando al Tribunal que no desea ser Miembro del grupo 
de la Conciliación, y no quedará vinculado a la Conciliación ni a ninguna sentencia en esta demanda.

Solo puede obtener un pago en efectivo si sigue siendo un Miembro del grupo de la Conciliación y presenta un 
Formulario de Reclamación válido y oportuno como se describió anteriormente. Si sigue siendo Miembro del grupo 
de demandantes, quedará vinculado al Acuerdo de conciliación o cualquier sentencia en esta demanda.

Si decide excluirse del Acuerdo de conciliación, no renuncia al derecho de demandar a las Partes exoneradas por las 
reclamaciones legales que este Acuerdo de conciliación resuelva y exima. Debe excluirse como Miembro del grupo 
de demandantes para iniciar o seguir adelante con su propia demanda sobre las reclamaciones legales involucradas 
en este Acuerdo de conciliación.

No puede excluirse del beneficio no monetario.

SUS DERECHOS: OBJETAR EL ACUERDO DE CONCILIACIÓN
Puede comunicar al Tribunal su disconformidad con el Acuerdo de conciliación o con alguna parte de él.

15.	 ¿Cómo presento una objeción a la Conciliación?

Cualquier Miembro del grupo de la Conciliación que no presente una solicitud de exclusión del Grupo puede 
objetar el Acuerdo de conciliación propuesto, los Honorarios de abogados y costos de los Abogados del grupo o los 
Otorgamiento por servicio.
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Su objeción debe contener lo siguiente:

•	 El nombre y número de caso: McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Índice nro. 805260/2024E;
•	 su nombre completo, dirección actual y número telefónico;
•	 el nombre, la dirección y el número de teléfono de cualquier abogado que lo represente, si lo hubiera, incluido 

cualquier abogado anterior o actual que pueda tener derecho a compensación por cualquier motivo, si la 
objeción prospera y su apoyo legal y fáctico para el derecho a dicha compensación;

•	 los documentos o testimonios suficientes para establecer la pertenencia al Grupo de la Conciliación;
•	 una declaración detallada de cualquier objeción afirmada, incluidos los fundamentos para la objeción;
•	 si usted está solicitando la oportunidad de comparecer y ser escuchado en la audiencia de aprobación 

definitiva, y los motivos para su solicitud;
•	 La identidad de su abogado (si tuviera uno) que comparecerá en la audiencia de aprobación definitiva y una 

lista de todas las personas que serán convocadas para respaldar la objeción (según corresponda);
•	 copias de cualquier documentación, informes u otros documentos en los que se base la objeción;
•	 una lista detallada de cualquier otra objeción de su parte, o de su abogado, a cualquier litigio colectivo en 

cualquier tribunal estatal o federal en los Estados Unidos en los últimos cinco (5) años (o una declaración de 
que no se ha realizado una objeción previa); y

•	 su firma, además de la firma de su abogado (si tuviera uno).

Se considerará que los Miembros del grupo de la Conciliación que no presentan una objeción de la manera especificada 
en esta Sección han renunciado a cualquier objeción y se le impedirá presentar cualquier objeción al Acuerdo de 
conciliación (ya sea por apelación o de otro modo).

Su objeción por escrito debe recibirse por correo electrónico en info@vanillaicecreamsettlement.com a más tardar el 
31 de octubre de 2024, o enviarse por correo postal de los EE. UU. o correo expreso, con sello postal a más tardar 
del 31 de octubre de 2024, a:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

Toda objeción al Acuerdo de conciliación debe ser por escrito. Si presenta una objeción escrita en forma oportuna, 
puede comparecer, aunque no está obligado a hacerlo, ante la Audiencia de aprobación definitiva, en persona o bajo la 
representación de su propio abogado. Si comparece bajo la representación de su propio abogado, usted es responsable 
de la contratación y el pago de los honorarios de su abogado.

16.	 ¿Cuál es la diferencia entre objetar y solicitar ser excluido?

Objetar es simplemente decirle al Tribunal que no está de acuerdo con algo de la Conciliación. Usted solamente puede 
objetar si es Miembro del grupo de demandantes (es decir, no se excluye). Excluirse es decirle al Tribunal que no 
desea ser Miembro del grupo de la Conciliación. Si se excluye, no puede objetar, porque el Acuerdo de conciliación 
ya no le concierne.

SUS DERECHOS: COMPARECER EN LA AUDIENCIA DE APROBACIÓN 
DEFINITIVA

El Tribunal llevará a cabo una “Audiencia de Aprobación Definitiva” para decidir si aprobará la Conciliación. Puede 
asistir y pedir la palabra si usted presenta una objeción antes de la fecha límite, pero no es obligatorio que lo haga.

17.	 ¿Cuándo y dónde decidirá el Tribunal si aprueba el Acuerdo de Conciliación?

El Tribunal llevará a cabo una Audiencia de aprobación definitiva para decidir si aprobará el Acuerdo de conciliación. 
Puede asistir a esta audiencia y usted o su abogado pueden hablar en la audiencia si presentó una objeción, pero usted 
o su abogado no están obligados a hacerlo. El Tribunal llevará a cabo la Audiencia de aprobación definitiva a las  
9:30 a. m. del 21 de noviembre de 2024, ante el Tribunal de Primera Instancia del Estado de New York, condado del 
Bronx, ubicado en 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, New York, 10451. 
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Nota: La fecha y la hora de la Audiencia de Aprobación Definitiva están sujetas a cambios sin previo aviso al grupo 
demandante del Acuerdo. El Tribunal también puede decidir celebrar la audiencia vía Zoom o telefónicamente. Debe 
consultar el sitio web del Acuerdo de Conciliación, www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com, para confirmar que la 
fecha de la Audiencia de aprobación definitiva no ha cambiado. 

En la audiencia, el Tribunal considerará si el Acuerdo de conciliación es final, justo, razonable y adecuado. Si hay 
objeciones que se presentaron con franqueo postal anterior a la fecha límite, el Tribunal las considerará. Si presenta 
una objeción oportuna, y desea declarar en la audiencia, el Tribunal también lo escuchará a usted o a su abogado 
declarar en la audiencia, si así lo solicita.

Si el Tribunal aprueba la Conciliación, los Beneficios de la Conciliación, incluidos los pagos en efectivo a los 
Miembros del grupo del Acuerdo que presenten un Formulario de Reclamación válido, aprobado y oportuno, se 
proporcionarán después de que se resuelva cualquier apelación y después de completar todo el procesamiento del 
Formulario de reclamación. Esto podría llevar tiempo en realizarse por completo. Debe ser paciente. El sitio web 
del Acuerdo de Conciliación, www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com, se actualizará regularmente para proporcionar 
información actualizada a los Miembros del grupo del Acuerdo.

Si usted es un Miembro del grupo del Acuerdo, está sujeto al Acuerdo de Conciliación a menos que tome las medidas 
descritas en este Aviso para excluirse. No puede excluirse del beneficio no monetario.

18.	 ¿Estoy obligado a asistir a la Audiencia de aprobación definitiva?

Usted puede asistir a la Audiencia de aprobación definitiva, pero no está obligado a hacerlo. Si presenta una objeción, 
puede asistir al Tribunal, a la Audiencia de aprobación definitiva, pero no está obligado a hacerlo. También puede 
pagar a su propio abogado para que asista o analice su objeción, pero eso no es necesario.

19.	 ¿Puedo declarar en la Audiencia de aprobación definitiva?

Sí, siempre y cuando no se excluya y presente una objeción, usted y su abogado podrán participar y hablar en este 
litigio y el Acuerdo de Conciliación (pero no está obligado a hacerlo). Esto se denomina comparecer. Asimismo, usted 
puede hacer que su abogado declare en su nombre en la audiencia, pero tendrá que pagar al abogado usted mismo.

SI DECIDE NO HACER NADA

20.	 ¿Qué sucede si no hago nada?

Si es Miembro del grupo de la Conciliación y no hace nada, no obtendrá un pago en efectivo. También renunciará a 
sus derechos explicados en la sección “Sus derechos: excluirse del Acuerdo de Conciliación” de este Aviso, incluido 
su derecho a iniciar una demanda, seguir adelante con una demanda o ser parte de cualquier otra demanda contra las 
Partes exoneradas respecto de las reclamaciones legales exoneradas por el Acuerdo de conciliación.

21.	 ¿Cómo puedo obtener más información acerca del Acuerdo de conciliación?

Este Aviso resume el Acuerdo de conciliación.  El Acuerdo de conciliación contiene más detalles. El Acuerdo de 
Conciliación y otros documentos relacionados están disponibles en www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com, llamando 
al 1-888-603-5137 o escribiendo a:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

P.O. Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

NO LLAME POR TELÉFONO AL TRIBUNAL NI A LA OFICINA DEL SECRETARIO DEL TRIBUNAL 
PARA INFORMARSE SOBRE ESTE AVISO, EL ACUERDO DE CONCILIACIÓN O EL PROCESO DE 

RECLAMACIÓN.
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MCKINLEY V CONOPCO CLAIM FORM

McKinley v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 805260/2024E, 
Supreme Court of the State of New York, Bronx County

This Claim Form must be postmarked no later than February 19, 2025.

To receive the Settlement Benefits, you must timely submit this Claim Form. If you fail to submit your Claim Form 
by the deadline, your claim will be rejected, and you will be deemed to have waived all rights to receive a class 
benefit under the settlement.

CLAIM FORM INSTRUCTIONS

IMPORTANT: Please read the instructions below before completing this Claim Form. In completing the Claim 
Form, you must provide information on purchases made to receive Settlement Benefits. Products in this matter are 
Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream purchased between April 21, 2016, through August 14, 2024.

Please note that valid Claims are limited to ONE Claim Form per Household. Multiple Claim Forms from one 
Household will result in the rejection of those claims.

Only submit claims for purchases made for personal use, and not for commercial purposes or resale.

You may submit a Valid Claim for:

1	– Valid Claim with Proof of Purchase: If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid Claim 
with proof of purchase, you will receive $1.00 for each Product claimed with Proof of Purchase. There is 
no limitation to the number of Products you can seek a cash payment for if proof of purchase is provided 
with your Claim Form.

2	– Valid Claim without Proof of Purchase: If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid 
Claim without proof of purchase, you will receive $1.00 for each Product claim up to a maximum of 8 
Products (for a total of $8.00).

If you are a Settlement Class Member and submit a Valid Claim for Products with both Proof of Purchase and without 
Proof of Purchase, the cash payment benefits will be combined. Each Household is limited to and may only submit 
one single Claim Form.

If you fail to return your Claim Form by the deadline above, your claim will be rejected, and you will be deemed to 
have waived all rights to receive a class benefit under the settlement.

To be valid, your Claim Form must be completely and accurately filled out, signed, and dated, and must include all 
requested information. If your Claim Form is incomplete, untimely, illegible, not signed, or contains false information, 
it may be rejected by the Claim Administrator.

A. ADDRESS INFORMATION

Please provide your name and contact information below.

First Name MI Last Name

Address

City State ZIP Code

Current Phone Number
– –

Email Address
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B. CLAIM INFORMATION

Please provide below the number of Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream products purchased:

Number of Products Claimed  
(max 8 products) Without Proof of Purchase

Number of Products Claimed
With Proof of Purchase

Please include a proof of purchase in the form of a receipt, proof of online order, email from a retailer, or credit card 
statement for each transaction identified in Section B. The proof of purchase must show the amount of the purchase, 
the seller, the purchase date (month/year), and, where feasible, the product purchased. You may redact balance 
information and any transaction information regarding transactions not related to Breyers® Natural Vanilla ice cream 
product purchase from your credit card statement(s). You may attach your documents to this Claim Form.

C. MANNER OF TRANSMISSION OF CLASS BENEFIT

If your Claim Form is valid, signed, and has been timely submitted, you can receive your payment digitally using the 
email listed in Section A, unless you request to have the payment mailed to you. You acknowledge that if you do not 
choose to receive your payment digitally, you may not receive it as quickly and that the Claim Administrator will not 
be responsible for payments that do not arrive by U.S. mail.

Please select your payment option below:

Amazon Zelle ACH

Venmo Virtual Mastercard Check

Please be patient. The claim administrator will not be able to send you your benefit until after your Claim Form has 
been processed and Court proceedings are completed.

D. SIGNATURE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

By signing below and submitting this Claim Form, I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that I am the person 
identified above and that all of the information I have provided on this Claim Form is true and accurate. I certify 
that the purchase(s) were made directly at a retail establishment, or online and that the claimed purchase(s) were not 
made for the purposes of resale, commercial use, or for any purpose other than household use. I understand that the 
Claim Administrator has the right to verify the accuracy of any purchase information I provide and that the Court may 
ultimately determine I am not entitled to receive a benefit.

Date: – –

MM DD YYYY
Signature

Printing your name constitutes your legal signature, in the same manner as if you signed by hand.

FILED: BRONX COUNTY CLERK 10/22/2024 01:43 PM INDEX NO. 805260/2024E

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 24 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 10/22/2024

120 of 127



03-CA40077557
AK5183 v.07 3

000*

THIS CLAIM FORM MUST BE COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND MAILED TO THE ADDRESS BELOW:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

PO Box 2813 
Portland, OR 97208-2813 

You may also file a claim form on the Settlement Website, www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

All information submitted in support of your claim is subject to investigation and verification by the Claim 
Administrator.

If you have any questions about this lawsuit, your rights, or completing the Claim Form, you may contact the 
Claim Administrator:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

PO Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

info@vanillaicecreamsettlement.com

www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com 

1-888-603-5137

DO NOT ADDRESS ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS LAWSUIT TO THE CLERK OF THE COURT, THE 
JUDGE, COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANTS CONOPCO, INC. OR UNILEVER UNITED STATES, INC., OR TO 
ANY AGENT OR EMPLOYEE OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS. THEY ARE NOT PERMITTED TO ANSWER 
YOUR QUESTIONS.
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FORMULARIO DE RECLAMACIÓN MCKINLEY V CONOPCO

McKinley v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Índice Nro. 805260/2024E, 
Tribunal del Estado de New York, Condado del Bronx

Este Formulario de reclamación debe tener sello postal con fecha a más tardar del 19 de febrero de 2025.

Debe presentar un Formulario de Reclamación dentro del plazo establecido para recibir los beneficios de 
la Conciliación. Si no presenta su Formulario de reclamación para la fecha límite, su reclamación será 
rechazada y se considerará que ha renunciado a todos los derechos a recibir un beneficio del grupo en virtud 
de la Conciliación.

INSTRUCCIONES DEL FORMULARIO DE RECLAMO

IMPORTANTE: Lea las instrucciones que se detallan a continuación antes de completar su Formulario 
de reclamación. Al completar el Formulario de reclamación, debe proporcionar información sobre las compras 
realizadas para recibir los Beneficios del Acuerdo. Los productos en esta causa son el helado Breyers® Natural Vanilla 
comprado entre el 21 de abril de 2016 y el 14 de agosto de 2024.

Las Reclamaciones válidas se limitan a UN Formulario de reclamación por hogar. La existencia de varios 
Formularios de reclamación de un Hogar resultará en el rechazo de esas reclamaciones.

Solo presente reclamaciones por compras realizadas para uso personal y no para fines comerciales o de reventa.

Puede presentar una Reclamación válida para:

1	– Reclamación válida con Comprobante de compra: Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo y 
presenta una Reclamación válida con comprobante de compra, recibirá $1.00 por cada Producto reclamado 
con el Comprobante de compra. No hay limitación en cuanto a la cantidad de Productos para los que 
puede solicitar un pago en efectivo si se proporciona un comprobante de compra con su Formulario de 
reclamación.

2	– Reclamación válida sin Comprobante de compra: Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo y 
presenta una Reclamación válida sin comprobante de compra, recibirá $1.00 por cada Producto reclamado 
hasta un máximo de 8 Productos (por un total de $8.00).

Si usted es un Miembro del Grupo del Acuerdo y presenta una Reclamación válida por Productos con Comprobante 
de compra y sin Comprobante de Compra, se combinarán los beneficios de pago en efectivo. Cada Hogar está 
limitado y solo puede presentar un único Formulario de reclamación.

Si no devuelve su Formulario de reclamación antes de la fecha límite mencionada anteriormente, su reclamación será 
rechazada y se considerará que ha renunciado a todos los derechos a recibir un beneficio del grupo en virtud de la 
Conciliación.

Para que sea válido, su Formulario de reclamación debe completarse, firmarse y fecharse de manera completa y 
precisa, y debe incluir toda la información solicitada. Si su Formulario de reclamación está incompleto, se presentó 
fuera del plazo, es ilegible, no está firmado o contiene información falsa, el Administrador de reclamaciones puede 
rechazarlo.
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A. INFORMACIÓN SOBRE LA DIRECCIÓN

Proporcione su nombre e información de contacto a continuación.

Nombre

Inicial del 
segundo 
nombre Apellido

Dirección

Ciudad Estado Código postal

Número de teléfono actual

– –

Dirección de correo electrónico

B. INFORMACIÓN DEL RECLAMO

Proporcione a continuación la cantidad de productos de helado Breyers® Natural Vanilla comprados:

Cantidad de productos reclamados (máximo 
8 productos) sin comprobante de compra 

Número de productos reclamados con 
comprobante de compra

Incluya un comprobante de compra en forma de recibo, comprobante de pedido en línea, correo electrónico de un 
minorista o estado de cuenta de tarjeta de crédito para cada transacción identificada en la Sección B. El comprobante 
de compra debe mostrar el monto de la compra, el vendedor, la fecha de compra (mes/año) y, cuando sea factible, el 
producto comprado. Puede eliminar la información del saldo y cualquier información de la transacción respecto a 
transacciones no relacionadas con la compra del producto de helado Breyers® Natural Vanilla de su(s) estado(s) de 
cuenta de tarjeta de crédito. Puede adjuntar sus documentos a este Formulario de reclamación.

C. MANERA DE TRANSMISIÓN DEL BENEFICIO DEL GRUPO

Si su Formulario de reclamación es válido, está firmado y se ha enviado oportunamente, puede recibir su pago 
digitalmente utilizando el correo electrónico que figura en la Sección A, a menos que solicite que se le envíe el pago 
por correo. Usted reconoce que, si no elige recibir su pago digitalmente, es posible que no lo reciba tan rápido y que 
el Administrador de reclamaciones no será responsable de los pagos que no lleguen por correo postal de los EE. UU.

Seleccione su opción de pago a continuación:

Amazon Zelle ACH

Venmo Mastercard virtual Cheque

Debe ser paciente. El administrador de reclamaciones no podrá enviarle su beneficio hasta después de que su 
Formulario de reclamación haya sido procesado y se hayan completado los procedimientos judiciales.
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D. FIRMA BAJO PENA DE PERJURIO

Al firmar a continuación y enviar este Formulario de reclamación, por la presente declaro, bajo pena de perjurio, 
que soy la persona identificada anteriormente y que la información que proporciono en este Formulario es verdadera 
y precisa. Certifico que la(s) compra(s) se realizaron directamente en un establecimiento minorista o en línea y que  
la/las compra(s) reclamadas no se realizaron con fines de reventa, uso comercial o para ningún otro fin que no sea el 
uso doméstico. Comprendo que el Administrador de reclamaciones tiene derecho a verificar la exactitud de cualquier 
información de compra que yo proporcione y que el Tribunal puede, en última instancia, determinar que no tengo 
derecho a recibir un beneficio.

Fecha: – –

DD MM AAAA
Firma

El hecho de escribir su nombre en letra de imprenta constituye su firma legal, de la misma manera que su firma 
manuscrita.

ESTE FORMULARIO DE RECLAMACIÓN DEBE COMPLETARSE, FIRMARSE Y ENVIARSE POR 
CORREO A LA SIGUIENTE DIRECCIÓN:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

PO Box 2813 
Portland, OR 97208-2813 

También puede presentar un formulario de reclamación en el sitio web del Acuerdo, 
www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.

Toda la información presentada para respaldar su reclamación está sujeta a investigación y verificación por parte del 
Administrador de reclamaciones. 

Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre esta demanda, sus derechos o sobre cómo completar el Formulario de 
reclamación, puede comunicarse con el Administrador de reclamaciones:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al.
Claim Administrator

PO Box 2813
Portland, OR 97208-2813

info@vanillaicecreamsettlement.com

www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com    

1-888-603-5137

NO DIRIJA NINGUNA PREGUNTA SOBRE ESTA DEMANDA AL SECRETARIO DEL TRIBUNAL, AL 
JUEZ, AL ABOGADO DE LOS DEMANDADOS CONOPCO, INC. O A UNILEVER UNITED STATES, INC., 
O A CUALQUIER AGENTE O EMPLEADO DE ESTAS ORGANIZACIONES. NO TIENEN PERMITIDO 
RESPONDER SUS PREGUNTAS.
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EXCLUSION FORM

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 805260/2024E

Instructions: Fill out each section of this form and sign where indicated. Please send your completed form to the 
address provided at the bottom of this form.

THIS OPT-OUT FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND POSTMARKED TO THE CLAIM 
ADMINISTRATOR BY OCTOBER 31, 2024.

First Name MI Last Name

Street Address

City State ZIP Code

Email Address (if available)

Contact Phone Number (You may be contacted if further information is required.)

– –

Opt-Out Affirmation: By submitting this Opt-Out Form, I confirm I request to be excluded from the Settlement 
Class in McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al., Index No. 805260/2024E.

Signature: Date: – –

MM DD YY

Printed Name:

Claim Administrator Information:

McKinley et al. v. Conopco, Inc. et al. 
Claim Administrator 

P.O. Box 2813 
Portland, OR 97208-2813

For more information, visit www.vanillaicecreamsettlement.com.
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